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A DISCOURSE 

■ ■ f ' . ' 


Concerning the 


DEVOTIONS 


OFT HE 

■ • . . • • . 


CJttttlJ of IKome, &c. 



IT is certainly one of the greatefl: Cotntnendations 
that can be given of any Church, or Body of Chnn 
(lianS) that ai^an can with Truth affirm of it. that; 
the Doctrines which they prpfels, t]b|?;Es^ 
Orders; under which they live, that the Framq 
and Conftitution of the Church tendethdire^ly to make 
men more pious and devout, more penitent and morti- 
fied, more heavenly . minde^ and ever}^ way f^ better. 
Lives than the way an^ profeffipn of oti\?y Clui^^ 
For to work men upto thifi^holy Frame^^and Di(pontioa 
was one of the main defign^ of the Goipel of Cbrift, 
which intends to goveramens Adions, and reform their 
Teqsper, as well as to inform theii; l|nderfl:andings,.and 



a$ they deGgn'd^fpecially to exalt the Paffioos, and to 
laiieup the Mind above it (el^ by cpnimending the high 
904 pP^JpP^? Vf r^uesj thereby to ftif mep u^tffRKOt; 
DffigW* aipl^$^iffiP^r M^ and |)wviDg in Uie. affaire 

fr-n ■ . ft - of .;v. 



, Of tb€ Devttiau 

l'lv",.MW.IT.l.«.l, ...d .Olive in. d««gardtt».a«>- 

.,v.*J>.V«JS^ ^^^'^ *>«vJhi^»**! - — 




t -;. 



ttA PradSce oF ic ' whicb they wouM tnake us believe 1 
but . that even th« beft wklchf tbey pktend to, is fbdl als 
^(k)tfa bjr floaHans b<^ s truly CM^i^ S^itit -, 

i'tt difeoiiiftt id thitf Metbod r > 

I. rU itiflanee in ttee ^yerA Eicpi«t!knis of Devoti- 
OD, tbt Motives to i<, oi* Affiftahce*s of itj which the 
ChQrcb of Rom pNt^flds to, HiaStOti ^ich i!te Isufed 
to nu^^nififf her ftlf. ; .0/. . 
,^ aw 1 wtU aUiNlgd< t4e^ Un^^vms Whicb webm a- / 
gato&lUcbtheif Pi^i«tiee& - ' 

3, Afid thditlhowthac they a^to %x from entoura^ag 
true DevoooDf tbait many thidgs both in thehr Doftrine 
and <Ottftaplfa« ditvftly tend tn tkie De^^on ofk. ' 
^ 4.. i'tii fliBW What excdlentPtortuoo Brtnade in the 
•tChurch ciiEntgLmdf for the due escerctfe of all thie parts 
of DcTOtioni and What Streli is laid on it, and on a 
good Life amone U8. ^ 

Firftt Thou^ f3ev(Mioii is properly and ditefly- in 
the mttui, a due-ftnle ol Gt^ and Religion, yet it is Aot 
fu&knt if it Abp Atfre *' to^ there are certain outward 
Acts which are either in themfefves natural and proper 
Expreffioos, or elfe are ftri^ly reqtured of us by Ood, 
an Dotiss^of Rvfig^on^ and Evidences t;>f the devout tem- 
per of our Mind»$ and'tliefe are called A6:s of Devoti- jp 
on. And aU^e Commendation that can be given of ^ 
jiny Gbmrdb, oa Account of Devotion, muft be either, ; 
that there is n true Foundation laid for it in mens Minds, 
Of eooftant Pivovifion taade fot the due E:Kercife of it,a]l 
neccflary Emcoiintgement given to it, and a (uitably, 
$* ftjtid; and rcgi^'t^^afiee of it obfervable amdd^ t^em. 
And there «i«fif»epaY things which are not at allmfifted 
on by us, whidrthtey dtthe Church ofRom boaft of,as 
^ving to Cotoe ot all of the(e purpofe^ which I (hall re- 
pre&Bt as iairly a«f I ean, that we may the what there is 
iii>tfaiMtGhuicihihflttdo(haniWerfachgceat pretences. 
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46 €f^Devc$imi$ 

4. TfaeyurgibalfotLeanltkiidedf PidwekMMilttft* 
:ges of (everal Ftmous Men and WomcD^ wfaft have io 
an emifleDt imiiiier finved aod pkafed God^ and been 
ioftraoiefltal in coniRefttog the Warid, as my pro- 
per A<$ftances of a Mms DeuDtioDj loftniftmg fone^ 
they beii^ the Books of the Unlearned, and fenfibly rf- 
ieding and altering all to the I mi ta i io i i of the Pe«&ns 
whom they reprefent. 

5« Somecioiet they oommeiid their Cfanrdi for theFa* 
^ng$) atidotherASsof Severity and Mordficatmn^ufbd 
not only by the Mtd^/ and Regulars, but by all forts 
of Men, ^mn'dmg to the Roles of didr Church, on Gtt 
<iaya-x^^-tM We^ cur Seafoos <^ the Tearj as wdl as 
£icb Aufterkies as are enjoyned by their Confelforsi by 
way of Penance 3* their gptn^ bare-foot and bare-head- 
ed mProoeffions, thrir wfaippingand laflnng themiHves, 
their drawii^ great Chains smd We^its after thedi, as 
great and proper Inftanoes of Self-daoiai and Devo- 
tion. 

6. They place alfo a great Deal of Religion inPilgn- 
majees, whidi the more Devout fort take^ andlpend thek 
, Eftates, and fometiiiiesthdrLivesin,to]ferij/(i^^ 
LtntltQ^MMut^enOytoSx. JhomoiyZtCaMterhtty St. Wme* 
frkts Well,or tome fudi othor places where fome extraoiv 
dinary Pofon hath lived, or fome ftrange Relique is 
left, or whofe they redkon God hadibn fomeOccalion 
or other wonderrally mamfe(ted himfelf^ .laid they 
ffeckon that jthe very vifiting or kiffing theft, are either 
m Argument of truly Devout Nfoids, or that which 
wiSi make them fo. And tlieir Mamnak or Books 
which their Priefts g^e into the Peoples Hands^ do not 
fea by all die art imaginaHt, to endesrour to (crew up 
Mens Devotion, even to rapture and extafie in Goal- 
mendationof thdePm^fessmdOrd^s, ev^nasif they 
woddhave us fadieve thitt diereis no true R«lig^a 

and 



(f the Cturd^ of Bjoitic j- 

afid DerofioD wittkmt thei^, ami that where there are 
iltgSt things pra^fed^ k is a eenam Sign that the mind 
is i^erfted as it ought, and Piety fiourimeth in the high* 
eflDegrce. 

And beiides thefeMsttm of Pkadiee, there are atfo 
&?epai Do^tnes, and Opinions pecnliaf to the»i(e)ves, 
whicbihey reckon do natui^ly tend to the AdVances 
ment of tn» Devotfon. As, 

7; Thdr Dodrine cdncermng the Incerceffion of 
Siikits for U9, and the Advantage oflnvocaiion or Pra j^ 
er to. them, and that we of the Church di Englmd 
want one of the c^reaieftEncou^Mrements taPHiyer smd 
Devotion thar can he, who ne^rown normi^e u% 
of tbefe Helps, and therefi^re that we cannot havefueb 
hope xA Sliced^ and Bleffing asthey have* 

8; Their Dpdrine concerning the Merit of Go&^^ 
Works and Sdpeferog^ofl,is of thefisieNdtiire,iB their 
efteem : For the moreWbrHi yon (uppo<^ in any A^Moi>, ' 
the gre^fter Incowagement is t^sereio^ ^e PerleM«ance 
of it^ and t^rtfiM^in^^ it nmdbe a moifl irrefiftrble 
HKitive to Oevotionv to per^ivade men that ^ worth^/ 
and value' of it is feeh^ as that you^ may by it pur^ 
ehafe Heaven not only for yom* ^ ves, bn« f^r others^ 

aifo» ■ ■ ■ ■ ■^ ■ ^ . ■■■ ■■ ■ ■ ■■' 

9. Their belief ofPurgatory, and of the yaWSfiyc^ 
^f&n tor the tye»d, ^^ i>at«i»^Uy tend to excke 
mea toEteMtioe, % they 5^ for here h a greate^Seop•-^ 
and Oceafios- feroiir Praters', we> may hope to beiRr- 
ftnntlefiial te more go^, i^ere Peti&n» to be rcHe^^' 
aadtl htH^ b^ e«r Pfayen, ^aa w^pot^ib tUt D»^ 
votMBs bi'tbe dwreb of B»gAi«re^. 

10. hoi et^eddily thei» DoMie ancf Pi«dke c^ 
Coitf^ffioii') l^anee and AbftrfmiDi>» ihe^ loeH 9n as^ 

tbiittbnre' ifDiittl1^aii}R^ ibofi^ of it, wiiere^ thele are- 

not« 



8 OfiheI)ev(^^ . 

not received and prad:i(ed ; For a particular Confeffion 
oi a)l Sins to a Prieft bietngfo ftridly required, they fay > 
isthereadieft:Waytobrii^ meptoa Senfepf and ^ame; 
for their Sins j and Penance being alfo impoled prelent- j 
ly on tbeiDi will furely make Men to be more afraid pf 
(inning again when they (ee it nuft coft them (b 4ear, 
and that they may not defpair or delpond, by Reafon / 
of the Multitude or Weight of their former Sins, but ; 
tnay be encouraged to ftrive more earneftly againft Sin 
for the future, the Prieft gives them Abfolutibn of what , 
is paffed, at the fame time encouraging their hope, as 
well as exciting their (ear, and endeavouring by th,e 
0me Method bo(h to allure, to force and^tp (hame Men 
into Amendment. 

Laftly they infift mijch al(b on theValidity pf thei rOr- ^ 
^linations, the Truth and Succeflion Unity and Au- 
thority, of their Church,and the Obedience that is pay- 
ed to the Rules and Orders of it, as mighty Helps and t 
Affiil^nccs, and Encouragements to Devotion 5 when 
they are (b (ure of the Sacraments bein^ duly admintv > 
ftred, and all other Ads of Authority rightly performed, 
when the Laws of the Church, for the Punifliment cl* 
Offenders are duly executed, and when the Church ^ 
hath Power to oblige all to an Uniform and Regular . 
Praftice. 

All thefe things; (ay they, do either encourage aud 
excite men to Devotion, or affift or dired them in theex« 
ercife of it,give more room or afford betterOccafions for . 
it, or elfe (&wmore fully the Necedity of fuch iand. (Ucb : 
parts of it then what i$ received andpradlffed initihie. 
Church of£;9r^i!ti^^;and therefore theChurch,^£ia;^«^/ 
that wantsthefe wantethal(pmucbofthe0^r4/^ir,M4»<r, 
Opportunities apd Argumentsfor Devotion^ : (othat lay*" 
ingafidealldifputes conqerning Articles of F^ith^t^X 
doubt not but it; will bp readily gr^ntcd^ ttoutWfl^; 

: : they 
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they area more devout People^ whatever their Belief ist 
their PraSice is ipote agreable to that Self-denial and 
Mortification commaisded in Scripturejthat God is tnore 
conftantly and reverently fetved among them than be is' 
among us^ that they take more Pains, are at more Colt 
and Trouble in the Worihip of God, which they thinfe 
is an InOiance of a good religious mind, and will be 
moft feciire of God's -Acceptance. 

Thefcare, I think indeed, themoilthat they do urge. 
for themlelves in this point, and there is Ibmething of 
appearance of Truth in all this. Moll of thefe Inftan- 
ces are luch as may perhaps be very taking at firft fight 
with fome people, they having a (hew of Regularity, 
Stri^nefi and Severity, or elfCjOf being proper Helps, 
and Affiftances of Devotion.: For Men are wont-tb ad- 
mire any thing that looks odd or big, efpecially if o- 
thers have but the Confidence highly to praile and ex-, 
ul it. But if we examine them, we (hall find them ta 
fill.infinitply (hpn of foch ftieciqus Pretences ; fome of 
themtd be iinlawfhl, and tbqfe that are good in them- 
felves, to be fome way or other ipoilecTin the ufe of 
them i always they err in fome material part or Circam- 
ftance; and taken all togetlfer, jhcy have nothing in 
them which evidenti a^y trye devout Teinper, either, 
defigned to be wrought by |thf Chl3^c|i,6r aSually ^ork- 
ing in the People: Much las do they belpeakjreatet 
Devotion thaais requited aiid praftiled in ourChurch. 

For it hath been jvell obferved by | 
EJvix Smdj/t, that: the Church ai Kem 
yeditsRul^andOr^eB, a5.rathettpc 
fit every Temper and fnclihation good 
work any real good efFeft on any. . A^i. 
hath.lcvetal things whi^hogc^lj Agree wi'jij andpleaie 
the pdane^nd deb^uch'As CqiJf i^^ be grahtsd. that^ 
lit hath Ibmewhat'aird to- fult wih aiid gtatifiii the 
■ ■ ^ C ■ mdad- 



iiitlancholly Temper, where the derontly difpo&d may 
find fomewhat an agreeable Retreat.- Arid therefore 
offe would be aft (ct ftrpeS that ttemoft Rri9 and fr- 
vere (if theirOrders,.wcre kept tro rather out of a poli- 
tick end, to pleafrahd qatct the People, than reaJlFy to* 
advance truePietytoGodandDevotron. Bat hoireter 
it is plain, that takmg the whofe Frame of that Church 
together, it doth not dtffgn to .promote fakmsapS 
true Devotidrr 5., bur Only' to make a Nmfe-, and to -ap- 
pear fo to do. tht wben 1 fee thcfimeCJrareb, ibo'' 
Sometimes fecming to countenance the utmofl! Severi- 
ty as necef&ty, jet at other tnnes to give alf Liberty, 
and' let the Keitis bpftrball kind of Dcftanchtrr, f 
Baive juft reafon tofcar'tliej arenot ineariieff tor Reli-^ 

fion': For alt (uch irreg^ar H^ts, ai^ a ^nro^ bad 
Vinciples, or a diflemper*d Conflitutioe. Juft as if 'J 
(bpuldJee the iame jwifotr femetimcs deftcrately di^ 
Aj'rt'and dft'auch'd, 'audit other times niJoMiiblyfttJIJ 
andljve^ aird tMs interdSaBgtaMjr arid often, liha^l 
much qiitftibii his fltiatefsi whether- it be 6i»cef<f.-ij 
his Scn4 of Piety were reali it wouhf be more lafting 
and. uni/prm^ and thereferc withotjt Brcack pf CIramy, 
1; Ihta" " took on fya far WVgttateftSevcrKyjrather 
to, a£t , 0(1 a Stait' ■ ana'' tp jirre a' fteffim Ton; 

jrtdf v'ihah'fSw-r^By iij-Wtfina *Jr« ftc^ 
Sfri^i lul'd reprefenj hiqi- And therefore what-: 

ever Iruebevocioo isinany ofdratCoiitmTmiotr.bi^^ht 
fobfafcrj^'^fofoqjtWh'^teHt than t^r the Gmflitntb 
in ori!ljat''j(Jhurch-.- Ftf ivttfiiUlji^tWngs.v'hjch-tftty' 
ire tfea'lt>l»altfti)ftof,'<i*jcKria« niiewirified afi 
reaiy.we'Ihallcafily'Snd to have littte that is truly conr- 
niendaWe, much' (hat Is greatly- faulty-ii» thenH am} if 
Ijbeir betl tWii^ 'ate h6 bei|t«^;^(ja«!ctheh-iTgrft? If 



prthe'rerr** " ' '^l?' ■■ ■ '- 

-* a.And 



. 9. . Afid therefore rUflow Hbew ivliat ire have jaSkly 
tocnoefit s^i^ thsix ^Sve-JDernkMoed pretences to Oe> 

X . Ai for M^nlserf m«e(ieral,whidi they bMfi lb mqch 
dr, cdltii^ k Sfofm Pit(piSfiMs <^ nlipefm^ as tfbeficlss 
the Scitf^ Mefl «l Ifofy Orders, that were a Smm of 
Perft0sm» tfid iXMd^Bg die iMtfthy the Name of £«/<- 
^«Mv._WfCi^^fe(h tb9t fiaseely^ to any thing, cdueecu- 
log tliue.^laEtQUiakaf M^MA, doththe <^fitch-of;e^- 
i<Mr4 diini9g«}^4t Mii*m: tittlbim^ ChwGhr&tNuA, 
as that i^a«is ftm my Pnov'rfiaiiiade, iorfo initch jis.ta 
$appofit)on (9f .^di MoiM^^nes^ lOr ii^ipua Hcnil^ 
or {Mib)i!^i jvlMtsl^Q^ JUkinhant (for Ubvhiit^^Pfed- 
^, 9» the(r Mft.«dM^ i^lwigidigatti e«er;(9ited Avium^ 
xu. ;f,Gr^^'|ire<iil( Mt&it(h,S Bt«B«iy tvJilitfifv^afia 
>nrow^9ri^«iiiQKyibia^fhkt.atany!tkBetad beeb iibo- 
&d tp^fmc^tttoB, jittytitMeyai^'.vifAlida^sittA cfeit 
«Mena^fr|ei^taQ^ilci0rrbetebaU6aiiaDh^Q&'^i(4! dt> 
>dt i€(c4 tmi ^ lafeioSMQBk^iai hufieintt.l^ W D^ 
•vott«n|i^>a9MftaiibC!<>f,tras>Bxtigiankf^ 
the^ranp^SpMod) tihlKiii:^(stfastthe^9fetieeeffitrylnthe 
OirUUan GhwA. ^ ^' 

For 4tw«l9Mkofc that- the /oft iqsd pnreft'Ai^ of the 
Church ^«ot >Hfi«ii^<ai3i}r.thV)g viibefaset Attad): thMe 
CetLtonies f9&^ withfiivtc; aiiy mfentioA- ^f tb^tn' in ^^ 
Eaftical Biftoiy.; Jffl!ttgiMdI>4/tiinV^fXodkCimVtP- 
fecutioo, b^ng Mbai^DClfiae of asafa^ fiiift dft^at Way. 
We read iMeedvOffiMK that did^ktd a ffio^ that^otw- 
Qvy (^W C^Wiift. tusd ^oisd tfaeal&Ms> iMida of 
the Cpef^p!$>|Uiwf»iBca(u)fesiof:thl6 Jife^tM'lf^ft «» 
aeli^aiMithetMfo^rl^s bat^bdtw^<f«itftMM^^ 
ormnMHUcn uf^aM?} tfao* it hathbei^'thd DVay of 
t^ Chiirf^ of Rpme m «iioce linfiarices fhah ^is 
to itafoG^ ifimc,m«f)mmg 6a liie W4>r)d ^poa ^ffie^ 

' '' C a. the 
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J 2 . I'Sf^ibe Dmamf 

-the Lives of the ancient Afeettcks^ot inortifiect Men, dlS> 
fered nnxdi from the prtfent Mgn^ of the Church of 
Rome. We find not that they engaged themfelves-in a fd- 
lenm -Vowjdtftiiid &o(if,br flbovti that of their Bapti(m. 
F6r»^hatevei their generar Cbiu^ of Life Was, the^ 
Would take the Liberty to break tJheir Rule fometimes lA 

order to extraordinary Gharity,or when an occafion ofier- 
ed it (elf 5>f doingmoregdod; as isreoordedparticulatlV 
.C€>S(Jerninfl5jftfra&« *Bi(bop'jiip€jr/ir«^ Nor'daw^ finp' 
fhatthey alwaj^sii^nti^iKiilinfhVfaaidiStJateof^^^ btrt 
•took (iich a feveire cowrfe on theo^Il^es at fonse partr- 
.cttlartimes^' and on (Qmis ^pemI:occa6bn% ([as the A^ 
.«4ri/ef of jQEd did) xorinndbti^ isod^Mo^ their Bodieb. 
;Qadei^ Laddai St d?n£i(d«i^h.!ibc>iiiamed4 but hot 
'tojcant^Mict i^KKayst te,rl}eft<&t«i fteciHl temptthem y. 
•and they! t&3tomd it.in'aahigheB dtegr^b br^fe-^worth|t 
:fc». eyery AS' bf-Mortificatleia to.be ▼blufitarjr; l^hap 

/tbatihey (hot^ildroncd'fbiiatt &rMthioir€N«is to'itr Aiidi 
4h3i«fQ^iUnEfsih)ed »f^oi«ettc»thetdfeH4bi^^^ld^v^. 
j>y fi»»9 i^'H^hod fomi^Uines^: and'iM^ jfib^dfltr #ou|di 
tndiidge chenifel]i^es a greaterv*tho^ftHl af tawfo] £ibert^. 
They took not on them the Vow o£Pwertf, -nor plar^ 
G^d Perfefticio in Beggoj^ < butr rediioned-eVery 6rca. 
lUf e of Cod torbe good i ind:«ven> the: oYitvt^id- go^' 
tlmfSf of this Life ta be tb^Q^'imd^tiee ff^d^if 
Jthfiy b^ WellCia^oyd)^ /ikbordrnj^tb i- Pitl f lo; and 
FemembsedtluGk&yingc^jour Kefled Saviour, JSf/ ^<y,3,Si 
^ uPMfe bkffed t0 give tbsn tO'Veedm^ Nbrdidthey irow 
^hajt 1^ C^rch «f iSme ^w cakhCh^y, but reckon^ 
4^d cfaemielves i^ chafte in Wedlock^ and a»; ^r pi^ee//V 
pice^ ite third part of the Mthi^ Vow^ they tHbught it: 
Sufficient tQ obey the Commands of God, andkhewhot 
ef^ny other Obedience due from them, but only to 
theii' CpvernoiUs in Church and S^act,' ^ofe lawful 
Como(a|ids,thqr, Teokooed tbemfilvc^Loi^d^ti^ ui «»i 

dee 
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der to the more regular Adminiftration of Atfairs, ancl 
tbemore peaceable Gorctmnent of the World^muchleli 

tiad they any diftin^ftHules to be fet up io Competition 
wkh the Laws of God^ and urged as neceflary to Salv4<» 
tion^making ev^ the Gomoaandinentsof God ofnoneef* 
fed) as many of the Mmkf Rules apparently do^ asmjght 
beeafilyinadeto appear.Such religious Men as thde^there 
were in the fhft Ages, ■ who pradiied a ftrifter Devo- 
tion than others, that God's Naoje plight be the more 
hi{towed by them,the more it was profened'by thereft 
of the World, and who were more than ordinary ini^int 
fSti6 conftant in Prayers for a Blefiing on the Church 
and StatCj of which they were Members 5 and by the 

v^r!^e(s and Severity of theiiLtves^made (bme amends 
for the Negligence and Vicioufhefs pf the Age in which 

•theyHvtd^ " — 

And marty fuch* as^ thefe, we doubt . not, are now 
aro6n»uV^ whoyet utterjy diflike thtPopifi Monkery. 

-y!6id ifby the Mdnaftick Life all thiswere done,and[ no* 
thing; eMe denned, it were jtiftly tote commended.- 

Tcfr let Men iJeny themfelves as much as they wiU^ and 

^ufe their Chriftian Liberty totheReftraint of themfilve^ 
by a voliOltafy Self-denial abd Mortification, to keep 
their Bodies under, and thereby get a better Temper of 
Mtnd. But alt this wiilnot foffic^ in the Ghufthof 

^R^i»e*r For it is not enough for a man to live fe 
ftrift aiKi-lioly a Life, unlets he enter intoa Vow 

♦particularly ta this purpofe. Nay* thonrii a nian 

^dotake oh fiitii^alliiifcfeybws of C^4^i^^^ Poverty inH 
Obedience^ and thq' they be made to his BiQiop or 

^Cbnfeffor, Vhb ode^^iwld think' were tlte prbpereft 
perfens in thie Cafe; yet {^11 it is not fiiffiaenr^ 

'betannor be (aid to be ih this religious State ^ unlelfs he 

c vow Obediente to another kind of Spiritual Jurifdi^on. 

tSc>*t^tii is neitheif the living fo ftridly, nor vowing 



:?4 ^ff^ j^mm . 

to live-flr'K^lf, asifae tBoQiGcycte Memksh ^t it w 
being of a -pjimcular CXrdei:, and Jiviug under fift^ wd 
X\^ Ruile, <h9t is lb mentonows ib irat by Monlseiy 
.iOiQleed* &itonkery is enoG|ttr4yM» aad)(biae{>pliidckitad 
S^lar .De£@m vaCmfnd^ |Mit thf AdfWBfsfisiifat iiif 
Piety and jpievotioa is not {^wdpaJiy deCig^ed or ki- 
Va)d^ Bitfto<}iicoiu(eaKNsediftia£ily«fi€$ 

iBAMonaiticjc i(i& the(e thro| things .>afi:dl^ecfaUy 
.r«mgi;lwbl«, , - / . • . 

iiying wb'lich they Jead* 

Seepidfy^ XIk C(»ft«D<^ afld SLisgQiarky of Defol- 
PQspr^ited tbece« 

; Wrdfy, The Severity :9fti^tR.vki% ^sd Aioftenty 
X)f tbeir Uves. 

But I muft needs (ay, that there is little 0f true Qe- 
votioo, thait I can difcover in any of «{)0(e': 

i^/rjf, Tbeir beii^ (hut «p froi9 the ; Wodd,- iPffH- 

Iviqg; in I^dartS) is qp vieryipfo|)cr l9ft«0opN^f tbeit Qp- 

. iroiAoin,- or agrepabk tpthe 0»Qgn of Ckii^iaoity. . 

, For a maaihould cooverie in the World, «lie HeiraQ- 

not (p well Qnder(bpd it, wliat is Msiii, orivantine in 

It, nor how e vep to ^^y and plaoe idw Emghs^ of lif» 

\^ A maq thajt Uves in a Wildem^h ordiiik jip (rtti^ys 

'in a Monafteiy, it i« poffible thtt be tonj lUt^p-.hia^ 

&ee from <hie DefiJecBeotsc^the World ilMt yetitmoft 

be looked on as omch more noble ajDd Qomntndable lo 

converie n the Work], JMid yet to tmd chip Ppllvtioo 



Aod tho' by Cmh a ^nd«d ]i»ife he x^ afy^-mut 
kind^TeaiptatioB, yet £till he wi)l \fe nit, Icfil^ulkhie 
to A* two otheiS} tmt arl(elro9i ike Dfvil,mimown 
F^wid Temper 9s^vm, And if be avotd (9(|i9 Sioi, 
yet ftill he will beoofe GtbyoSt to others $owfiVi|si^ 

Morofe- 
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MosofeBefi^MebnchoIly, CenfiHioufht(i»i|>irinMif 
aadotberSinsof ashigh aNattire as thofe, which By being 
ibWBp 60m the World he pretends to avbi^. Aoc) yet fiieb 
as. the& are generaUy legible ant) obCenrabfr iti i^ very 
l4MA&,C^nverfinoftandCaniageofi(fmi^at)dH»'M«^/. 
ftsdccd Rct^redneis fi}iBetin«S' is an exo^^ help 
m \\oo Midd , by. gmng it tine to^ reeolle^t* it ^fl^ 
and tM> KtAeft cm ifs Ibtider MiCcaTTiar^ , atkF t%e - 
bener to -prepatre* h fHf fix ier future e?ncomiterf iti 
the WorM. ' Bat a man Boay exceed iir the Mea- 
jfans apdl Degvce9( of tfais^ star well' as of other Conveni- 
cms aod kimul En j|oy nents ; aiid fo-itmaybe^otbea 
Sniae antd m- Evl^ to> him ! For the mindiiv,iff ii^rniifafly 
W a9<aiucb tivVf wi(lkSbrifudeas witK Bufineft .• BeftS e<^> 
riMSvkfc D^^ is alWayti moft btrfie when iseir are ?d^e^ 
anl Diiret4iqn and Recreation is* as' neceffary totac&. 
taaonfs^ as IfeajMi' vaA <%eerfolnefs' ate; and fits a mm 
trittffkit the 0iAief bi ReRgiotr. Fbr the Eee{»nig th6 
Mind tiiL4-«0R(ltet BbBf>» thb'cf EMsvbtfon^ wttFhta 
floqttinc wcafecA' ifS'SpriBgantl dtrH its Ed^e;. and> ^ 
Ad»of Devolfon h} fifcfir a mind, vriflf, tt*s- to ht f&ared^ 
be^tarhier » fonsolpteee of 0rtid|gety than 9 re^(bntibt& 
Servlc«< ^-ialiSd tftottgtf W^.ftibttld ^am. tlfet ' i|fl!teiffj| 
ooofittcd ^iik-MdMcfy.'iithan'ttrt^tb^^ 
IMktiB^flvi ^^ Wnd' of ^5 y««^ rt nratt be granted, 
tfaatt li(c«Uinoi beifi- fb m^hr capacity'of domg goad \Sk 
the World as if hrcoftvei^frcelyjwftlyft? --:' ^^ ' 

8iyiBg'^^fol**«f fife fit*^BH;if^ ' ' '^''" :"* 
c^ aM8lMij|ri<odi^i9,lBaed^ti!r ooOcyod,onghir tt) t?« t^Pi- 

ohA a very^adKfMi 5 andti^.t^Couroiandisiof SinipTiir^ 

'mi)a^v6i^tk> lalie .€areib.ii9^Gerc^,as'we|l'^ toabfUaid 

|inDE¥U,'-^eW^ft<^l be t^cktmed ptttongthe u^cird^ 

taible SlWiwfcrff- Mf«t at e-fltretRJtjpEtibficfc Scrvicetof^ 

tor.lNPpiiefeMiedMdi^'i'riVatif,^ tfieOhvy of Obd'» ^d 

the 
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the Good of Men being more advanced by it ; and tfaere* 
fore, titiough that taan that lives tn a Wildemefi, and. 
lervcs Cod there when he is forced to it by Perfcciui- 
on, may hope for a Bieffing, tho* he be alone^ and 
neither worfliippeth God in Publick, nor gives a good 
Ef ampk to the World 5 yet he thatruns into a Wilder* 
ii^& to 4>e 'wondr^d at and admired, and negleds the 
ordinary and moftufefui way of (erving Gqd^ there is 
too much reafbn to fear be bath his Reward. At leafthow 
tar (bev&r it may pleale God to pardon .his blind Zeal^ 
and want of Diurretion, yet, certainly this Example of 
bis ought not to be recommended to all, asg Rule for 
them to walkl^. The 6rft Monks ure gr^nt, were ve- 
ry good and pious Men, and were cpmpdlpcCto for&ke 
their Houles, and live in Solitude 5 but it is very uniea- 
fbnable to make their manner of Life a Pattern to be 
followed in the quiet and peaceable Ages of the Church. 
For this would be to (hew oui (elves infenfibl&of .the 
gobdnefs of God to us, in giving jos th($ Liberty of &t^ 
ying him freely and openly, ^ and that we d»fepci>- 
fe& our Religion without tear of lofing our Lives* And 
jbr the fame reafon we (hould (till chu(e tocdebrate.the 
^^cramen^n an 14^ 26x0*1, becauie OQr QJ^ed $avi<^ 
our, and hislloly Ajpoftles.did (oj and fliQuld hayeout 
religidus Aflemblies in Crypts Sind Vaults under. Ground^ 
becaufe the firft Chriftians, in times of Pi$culty and 
Ferlecution, often durfl: u& no other. 

Andas theSolitudeof a Nfopaftii^UfjeU 
iSftnce or Exprefiioipof txueC^yotiop, wasnot knowoid 
thefirft A^s of the Church, and afterwards wa^nottakea 
Qp of Choice, but by Necellity •* So alfo in the lafi places 
I oblerv^ that the,.Gofnel of Chrift, and theFlulesof 
Living, winch are given us by him(elf,jmd his. Holy 
Apoftlesy never enjovn or iii^pofe any fu^ thmg^ W« 
are always fuppoiea to live in Company jfiA Society $ 

and 
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and accorpiiigly the Precepts of oun^"*^*** «iju ifle a- 
poftlesareadapfpHto tbccommonCafesof Men, and the 
Concerns of fuch as converfe freely in the World. And 
therefore I muft needs fay, that it hath been very wife- 
ly ordered, that there (hould Be new and diftinft Rules 
made for thole that delight in this folitary and Mona* 
ftick way of Life/ For they are foch a kind of men as 
the Gofpel of Chrift hath no proper Rules for. 

Secondly^ And I am afraid that there is as little true 
Devotion in their fo frequent and conftant Pray- 
ers ^n joy nedfnd pradifed in their Monafteries, though 
this be corifefledly what is mofl: commendable in their 
way of Lif«,and istheonly way by which they themfelves 
cati pretend to do aay Good in the World. (If I e^ccept 
thofejwhich are but very feWjthatWorkwiththeirHands.)^ 

Praife and Prayer is therefore acceptable with 
God) as it is in/the volunrary Expreffion of our 
Souls , a Free- will Of&ring and Sacrifice which we 
oflFer to God, in cx>D(i(kra(tion of his infinite Ex* 
celleticies and Perfeftioos In himfelf, his former un*- 
deferved Goodnels to us, and our Liablenels to him. 
Now the conftant Prayers ufed in their Monafteries^ 
ki more particulars than one^omefhort of that trueDe^ 
votioo; due from Men to their Maker : For firft^they are 
as much as can be jSr^W on a rational Beine^and on that 
acccount nmfl: needs lofe much of their Wbrtfa and Ac^ 
ceptablen^s. The Mankf are obliged by the Rules of 
their (everal Orders to lay (uch and fuch Prayers, and 
)ufl: at (uch and fuch times, whatever Devotion or In**^ 
tention of Mirid jihey have 3 and they are (everely pu- 
nilhed if they fail of them. Exaftly at Midnight, 
at two or three a Qock in the Morning, Co very 
often, and at fo very udfeafonable limes, that ma* 
ny have confeffed this fl:rii%ne(s of their Devotions^ 
tO;be of : all the greateft Burden of their Lives V 
/ D And 



A»J y** this they mnft do in Ittiitation of forae. 
holy Man of Old, \rnpb r«coraed to have pray'd.' 
at thpie Eloures 5; whqrca* thefc Men^ Uevptlonsr 
is not warm enough to k,eep th^q^ aw^ when 
they are «t Pmyer. , And theiefor* thiefe Prayetsf 
not being the free Emanatioas. of their own wnd» 
pethinHs the praife of them is not io. rpmeh due to th^ 
Mffnkt themfelves, as to the head and founder ofih^e 
Qrder» vyhoroWigcd themtoCuchRulcfr 

And their DevjQftions is little more pj»fe- worthy th>a 
Aatof the]fe»v ajt A«ig»«», and feyertft otheit PlaoeSi. 
who are Once in a W«ek forced to go to Charsb «Qd 
lieat a.Sermoui Castbcle AMf aie>tiitle9ft to fit tbfiw 
whilft. ^ Sermoftis peeached,. and ie«ui» home as. good' 
^hnftiansast^y wjentthittb^v. 

I^t thoa they are aoirooly thvu ftridly obUged to 
£a£h iJb3\u6bof Piwyei^ £08 thafr-Mneic fomewhat tolepihk, . 
riwy. might pofiibJ^ beifttentbatbeivPrigBtts, aotwiihn 
uftdflin^ 9ftit they/ ane at tJke> fame tim^' taught, tha*^ 
they 9«ed otilyi iAj. the Wordscwuthr that l!ifoaSi8 ^' k i» 
not abiolujtelyn«€Q£raEy.thatt(wic mind fikmld go 'along: 
with i^m, andthis tc^^Bthen wi<hthe otheprauft needt 
Ipoyl all: tfiue E>evottiiMk The fte^pioicy and unftafbr^ 
oablene^ of their: Jhrayers, mUtmake it very. diffiddiR 
foctheoiitMi^tend asibey. ong|ht)aod4}]nb:Do^inBGonH 
eeiibiogi tftcNorneoeffity of attention at Pcoi^ers^ willL': 
^ertaiol^imaketheip tO; yidct lo'thefb difficahisfl^ aj&i' 
fi? th^r-e may be abundance of fllWf'fiii^ buii no>I>fViH 
<^^ perfcttnijck . ;. " . .T 

' ^efi(te&all tins,, theyhav^ a:w^of bcidff> eaisd of 
^is, trouble of tl^e Piayers, fttriacDordlagttO'theipGafu* 
wa^ it is allowable foE; a man. to- get or-hii» anothei^ 
to. QtyrhisPcayjeoB fiMi him. At le^^fb he^aaV' be- cKQ^eniSd' 
wlihby his Stipa:idor,a{idthkDi^n£itioB fegpod^wh^ 
uiQr,tbire be a juAiUdioaoikQccafionibriiol^'nc^ ac* 

cord- 
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■cofding to an excellent Maxiin of theirs, NmadV^h 
/rim^ fedadJnfiitimrequMtfirCaHja. 

And if atter all t^vMtn ftill will be more than they 
tieed ftrift in theiljTOCf ers, according to the. Rules of 
their Orders, they Uifloft conftaiitlv offend in the End, 
and Delign of their Devotions/ For they do them qpt 
(b much to benefit the World, or work themfelves up 
' to a bettet temper of Mind § But to perform a task im- 
pofed on them, and which they have vowed to perlbrm, 
fOf elpecially to merit by their Works. For they do not 
lb much, as pfetend that this ftridinefs in Devotion 
16 ablblutelyNcceflaryfor their Salvation, (for cl(e why 
do they iiot enjoyn it toall, feeing all have the fame need 
of Salvation? ) and therefore the fole end of all this 
firidinefs and.conftancy in Prayers, is only to get Hea- 
v«i for others. Which Opinion, befides that it will 
isigbtily difeourage Men pi an ordinary Charity, firooi 
4>eing vtty intent on what they do, when they 
are tenfibje they Labour Only for another 3 It coun- 
tenteoeth alfo a&lfe and dangerdusDo£fcrineconcerning 
the Merit of good Works, and incourageth all vicious 
pradifes in other Men, Who will hope to be fayed^ tho 
notby tl*ir 6wn Prayers, yet by tfee Prayers of thefeho- 
ly Mm^Il^ fsAd for tlteni. 

So that on many accounts, thereislittle qf true Devoti- 
on to be found in that conflant cour|e of Prayers, GAd 
fo i^ularly by the Monies zndHermitsy Not to'mentm 
<mieirerat6tlier patticuWs, concerning the Fir;^/Kfe an4 
I^^gi^^getrf* their Players, |t!ie ObjeS otPerfons wor- 
Ihippea or pt ayq^ to, the Ptrjbns frayed for^ and the 
like, which I may haveOccafibn to mention afterward^ 
which being put togeth^r^ do abundantly fhow the 
impropriety, add the worthlefsnefs of fuch Devotions'. 

Thirdly^ And as to the AnfieriHes of the Lives of their 
MMf(i and^ Nit9fr^ the PUilifhments whicb they inflia: 

i b a on 
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on them(eives, as they profefi for the (ake of Religios, 
by coarfi and uneap Garments^ fiantj Food and Fane^ 
long and tedious Watcbings^ frtoMmt and cruel Whippings^ 
andLaJhings^ and other (ucfa Coarle and Harfh Treal* 
ments, which they ufe towards their own Bodies. I 
conft^ I pity them, but can difcern little or no true 
Chriftian Devotion in them. 

For all Severity to our Bodies is not Devotion^ or any 
part of that Self denial which the Golpel require;; nor 
is this of theirs, though they pretend it to htfor thefaJ^ 
of Religion 5 but their indftingfo ftriftly on it, and Va* 
iuing them^lves fb much on it, is ofvQty badCo^fiqutncf 
to Religion. 

All PHnijhment which men ioflift on themfe|yes]s ttX 
Religion^ nor commendable, nor is tlie patient bearing 
of it always a Sign of a true Chriftian Temper. Chrifl: 
hath no where told us, that he that can f^ longeft^^ or 
endure moft Lqftesisthebeft Man^but he thatgovernr 
eth himfelf and his Life beft. . We have (Iralage In^snT 
ces of this Infenfiblenefs of Pain in many of j^he^jfor^ 
^ Principles and molV profligate Confciences ; The be- 
vil hath his Martyrs as well as Cod s and if the volunta*^ 
rily Hifliaing Puniflait^nt on themlelyesb^/a S^qof Eter 
motion, thePrirffe of Baal^ i Kings i8.xnufthav^ been A 
very devout .Generation of Men. Therefor^ it is not a- 
ny religious Commendation of a Man, thatchq c^^Qjeuti^ 
iy whip, or laOi him&li^ or bear it from another without^ 
flinching; Such a man might have made a gocAQl4difu^ 
tor^ but ieeois not fo. well qualified for a Cbri|M^^' ,-^' \ 
. ^ Nor is all Punifllmeiit which Men infliCi: on tbemfelves;' 
and (ay they ao it for t he j^r^^ ofQbd aM Religion^zlwaysi 
a Sign of true Devotion ; Fof in other Cafes, ijt ls[tv>tf 
Men's Saying that they defign well, whiclv will nwte 
tTieiir Aftrons acceptabte with God 3 I^utitistheiridtQ- 

ing what he hath comtiiandec); and foi the mdi$ yfiwA 

"'-'-' ' *■ " ^'"" ^ "' ^ -he 
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he de(igned and intended^with which he is well plea(ed* 
And it too often happens, that men do Actions having a 
ihow of San^ity, and of great Self-denial, which yet 
are received by God only, with a who baih reqnired 
this at yi>ur hands ? 

Self-denial indeed is commanded in Scripture, and is 
necefTary al(b to many and excellent Puipo(es,toiubduea 
man's Paffions and Affed:ions, aAd to bring him to a 
right underftanding of himfelf ^ to put a man in mind 
of leaving the plealant things of this World, (eniibly to 
affedl: him with the Condition of thole that are in Mifery 
and always want them,and to inure him to bear patient- 
ly t]^ adverfe things, or whatever it (hall pleale God to 
^lay uppn him* It is neceflary that a man (hduld have a 
mind always ready and prepared tolofe all for Chriftjand 
therefore he ought often to deny himlelf fomewhat for 
t^e Sake of Chrift, that he may give full proof to him- 
Xblf^ thatjhis mind is afie^ted as it ought to be : And by 
voluntary^^ftsof this I^ature he prcferves a Power over 
iiimlelf^and is much the more fitted for all the Accidents 
of Life, and for the Exercift of Devotion. 

But let a man have a care that he keep within due 
Bounds : Hje may e^qeed and tr^nlgr^fs both in the Mea^ 
/^fy and: in tfaye -C?^ ^i^^ Z>^j!^fof fuch MortiScatioh; 
He exceeds iii the Meafun of it, when he infli&s fuch 
Severity on himfelf as (hall render him unfit for the Ser- 
vice of God, and ufelels.in his Place. God delights not 
in the Punifhment of hii Creatures, but defires their 
Good here.:as/arasit is confident with th^r greater 
Good herei^er. And though he requires Self-denial of 
us, it is only in iucb a meafure as is for our Good^to or-r 
der to the Wtiering of pur Temper, and to cutoff the 
pccaiionsipfSin ifi)^.'; Ai^: t}2erefpre it i| ^^gsroEtfl&nlt 
in any oaa on tlusjpi^f):enq9;tp i^^nd§rriii^liifQ'iQl40^afi 
Hie to.h|9iiel^ as ii)^t he (h^ not be iibk to (jsfxn 9^ 
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contentedly, cheerfully, and without Diftfadion : As a 
Man may be to blame alio for his Cbamy, wlien with- 
out a juft Oocafion he throws, or gives away all's For if 
thts^ Goutft were allowed or followed, the worft Peo- 
ple,and they that know leift how to ufe an Eftate wcH, 
would be the richcft and Owners of aH,and the only per- 
fms in Authority and Power^ , . 

And he tranlgreiOfeth dl(bin the &fdandDefg9fcA&L<h 
Severity, when bt pretends to merit by it,, and hopes 
to buy Heaven (whidi is the Gift of God^ with a fc^ 
3Lalhes, or a little Money. 

And I have too much rea(ba to undervalue and dMr 
^iike the Severity of the Monkf on both thefe Acccninti 
They often tie themlelves up to fbch Degrees of Stfift- 
nefi as are above the Mcafures of a man,and conl^quently 
fiot to the purppfe of Religion and Devotion. And they 
'OhMjs defign to pulrchafe Heaven for themfel ves or 6th 
by the Merits €f fuch Sufferings: At the find til 
tmdervaluing thelSufferings of Ghrift, and dyeif- valuing 
tfadr own 5 and yet making them of le(s worth in God s 
Efteem than elfe they would be, by their own fetting & 
high a price upon them. 

: And befides all tfais) their infifting Q3 ftri£l3y on thefe 
f»ec^ of Aufterityjand placing fiich Religion and Perfis 
aion in them,is of very illConfequence to other purpofe^, 

ft makes men to acquielce in the means as the end^ to 
content them(elve6 with having performed thpir F^ft^ 
tbmt Number of Pi^ayers and Latbef^, without ever aim* 

at any Reformation and Change ojf ' temper and Pra- 

bs; than whidh nothing can be tiiore abiurd in it (eli^ 
^r more contrary to the Defign of Ghriftianity. 

It markes men al(b to efteem this or that kind of Meat 
^UidDiinke, Condition or Gour(e of Life, to be unlaw* 
iil>orfiriful, which really is not 5 Whkh doth muchharm^ 
4iveti tb Religion : For it di({pa»geth God's Greatioii 

and 
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and brings zxvtvil Report upon the Land. It neceflarily 
makes Men querulous and cenfortous ; and is the very 
thing which our Saviour took fuch pains to correft, ana 
d^ fo ctften rebuke the Pbarifies or his Time for* 

And this extraordinary pretrace to Severity^ brings 
ttie Perions of fuch Men into Eftcem, wlxitever their 
Pruiciplcs^ Opinions and Pradiccs oiherwife are, and 
ib injares Religpon. For £b Ecekfapcd Htftbry tells us^ 
Thftt thofe Iwttkh tfiat haive toM hurt tlie Chnfeh^ 
were (iich kkid of psctendedniortified Men, as MMta^* 
nm^ Pdagjimy &ci S9 that what i/p thefe more th^n* 
cti€r$ i Ik natevm tba PMimmfi^ 

^aiA dKvefere howevn prjo(eMv«^g^ the M^nafhck 
SAfe imy have beeo ftrrmsdv,: aisd wmrever grfotfximy : 
hwre. ban dooei by foaje of tftsjt Cbcter r "fet thitf W m> 
Plc^ feir the Monhf at tfiis:! iiire. Pot the Ancknir v^ere 
i9tfy le^ufluntaV ia coaverthig many ta Chriftianity jv 
hil6 l^^ofdy live oo^ the %mt of ChrHtiatis already 
iw^ Tqi. And oMfideviirg the pi^fenv p^{!tof e of A^^- 
^MS^in the World;^ ibis* Monh^ vi^ay of fiviiig* is tery^ 
ini»x3iper,.aod idie alniles tteic aw n!»de of it in- thr 
Chnrdt 0^ l&uitt, aue plainly infoiterabte. Where Nfen 
^le^ tm^ tou plaor B,e]^ton in a* eernin* Way amP 
Tj»fe.o£iJfr, radier thaa.'in a-traly €hrt{][fart'Coirwr-' 
ftttofu It ftoikas at the ve^ry FQundafJoc? of but Rfcligi^^ 
^i, fi>rr Meit/ to be made t<i beUei^ej that the living or 
dying' ia AcJIabitof this^or that fevere-Ordfer d^Monkj^ 
\wU\ha]raaiailBflpenaeoni^ SouiV and gfve ira berti^' 
TitlfctoJ4bi»ern I * And ■ yeR it is- too^notorious riiar thcfe 
tlttogsasie. dinfidemly taught and-ttdlieved* among them. 

Ifi fliook; let Men* dfenjjR? themfelVes as* much ^ th^ 
yfM\. fiirthe fake o£ God^andof Keli^ion^ to huoible 
themftbissioiL their Sins, and<to* keep^their Bbdies and' 
^fficmsEUifdciR <i:;e^them^^ CHrtfliati^ Biberry' 

xXkAx. ittftnoink^fi themftlMfs^ b^ avvoluntary ^Rdeny- 

al 
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a), as far as they find it neceHary or expedient 5 But 
for this to be brought into a tr^tde^ is the ino(t prepo* 
ftetous thing in the World. Efpecially^ let them have 
9, Care of cen(iiring and judging others^ who tread not 
«xadly in their Steps, or of over- valuing thetnlelves, 
on account of this (evere and &,ti6t courfe of Life. For 
it is evident that for the moft part it is not Religion 
brings them thither, or any extraordinary love of De- 
votion i but their Parents iend them thkher as a pretty 
cheap way of providing for their younger Children, 
that (b they may beablememore honourably to diipofe 
of the reft agreeably to the Grandeur of the Family* 
Therefore if th^ will commend the Infkitution of 
Monafteriesi as a good and frugal way of breeding up of 
Youths jor : 0k providing for a (pare Child or two, let 
them do what they will. But it is not to be (iiflferedy 
that when. they (ervee(peciaUy,or only toiuch Politick 
ends 5 yet that they fliould beboaftedof as the be(V, 
ox only Chriftian and Religious way of Life, as if 
the Perfbns in them were the only ReligioM^ and 
all others were feculafj and in Ibme Meafure Prrfane. 

Befides it is very nnreafimabk for Perfbns to be (hut 
tip in Monafl:e/ies, (b as they are, when they are youngs 
and before they can have fully con(idered what Temp^ 
tationsthey may have, or how they (hall be able to 
bear and withftand themj and yet if they have but pnce^ 
though of a (udden, through their own Melancholiy,<Mr 
thelnfinuation of others, take the vow on themfelves;) 
there is ordinarily no revoking or dranKng back for ever* 

It is very cruel 2Xi6 for Perlons to be put there, with* 
cut any Con(ideration of their feveral Tempers, and 
Qrcumftances. For inftead of benefiting the Publidr, 
wluch they pretend, it robbeth the World of many an 
cme that would have been ufeful to it in an Adive Life 
and Station. And (bme by their Tempers do not need^ 
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foch Mortification^ as the melancholly and dejefted. O^ 
thers cannot bear the Stri£):ne(s and Confinement, the 
weak and fickly« And now to force this (ame courie of 
Life on all,or (uch a number of Men,tndififerently;»islike 
the Cruelty of that Tvrant that would make all men of 
the (ame length : Ana the beft that can be faid in the 
caie, \Sf that the Peribns who thus confine and (hut up 
theirChildren and Relations^are like to the Perfecutors^ 
who in the like manner &ut up St. Cypian^ which cer* 
tainly was Cruelty in them, tho by (o doings they gave 
bim a greater Opportunity for private Devotion. So 
that in truth I look on the Monafteries, as they are now 
ordered, to be rather a kind of Prifbns^and places of Pu« 
nifhment , than convenient places of Retirement in or^ 
der to the freer and more undifturbed Exercife of BLeli* 
gion and Devotion* And if I am not mittaken, the 
Church of Rome her lelf , whatever (he pretends, really 
thinks ib c^them: For the wor(t Puni(hment that (he 
inflidis oh a Prieft for one of the worft of Offences, vhn. 
for his violating the S^t of .Confeffion, is, that be (haU 
be condemned to be (hut up in a Mohaftery 5 and I dare 
fay, that he and I agree in thinking that to be a (everc 
Puniflunent, rather than an Help to Devotion. 

Secondly^ And if the Multitude of Monafteries in Ithe 
Church mlbme b no certain Sign of Devotion fiburiCb- 
ing among them,they have little rea(bn to. boaft of their 
works of CharHp For it is mofl: plain, that the bigge(i: 
part of their Cnarity is turned this way, to the build* 
ing and endowing Mona(teries, atxl to the Encourage- 
ment of the Monaftick way of living. 

But befides this, though I am very loth to find fault 
with any pretence to Charity, yet I have too muchrea- 
fbn on many accounts to think very meanly of all that 
which is pradiiisd in the Church of Rim^ : For whate^ 
irerfaath been given to that Church junder the Name of 
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Charity^ and » now enjoyed by it, hath for tl^e moft 
fAH been ill gotten, and is as ill employed. 

And here I will not treat ofthe temporal Power of the 
Popehimfelf, andof the feveral Principalities which he 
(lands poflfeffed of in baly and Framt 5 for they can* 
not be ranged tinder the Head of Charity^ according tp. 
my acception of the Word 5^ though it might be eafily 
made to appear, that they have generaliy been gotten 
by unjufl: and unlawful, or at beft by har(h and cruel 
M6ans,and fuch as one would not exptSt from theSuccc^ 
(or of Sti Piter. But I concern my (elf with imaller audi 
more private Benefadioni and Gifts ,. though, thdie 
are (b conildemble, that generally a third part, oft«i^ 
half the Lands of a Country are the Propriety of the- 
Church, Now all this is gotten chteBy from men 
th^t are dyings who cAn keep their Richer no longer^, 
and thct^fore who do not lb much give this from them* 
(k\v€s as froni their Heirs 5 and is erpecially,as it were, to> 
buy H^ven ^ and a man muft have a moft despicable e» 
Ueem of Heaven, who will not give aU the goodthingt 
of this Ltfe, when he can no longer uft or enjoy them^. 
for the Purchaft of it •- And what is given from fo bad a 
Principle, is comnlonly applied to as bad a purpofe^. ft 
k a common Obfervation, that in all the Popilfa Coun* 
treys tl)eP<^orar€ftbe moft miferableiii theWorld^and 
their Secular P^cAs too are generally in a fiul Condition^ 
notwithftafnding the infinite Hichas of that Church i^: 
And To the Regulars only have any oonfiderable advan- 
tage by tk^ 5 and tliey alfo, as it were, cKrib together 
to fet upone great Man as Cardinal^or Head of thekOiw 
det, in thirty Pomp and States and heap Riches and 
Preferm^ents &n him till he ban hardly bear tboHi^ Sp 
that one can freely (iippofe fo gieat Rich^ a^ that 
Church Is in xxMiifilort endowed with, to be gotten itap 
i^wer l^aaadsy or <]o le6 Qodd than |e doth itm0Dg^T 
-'^ ^ thenfci 
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itiiem. Let them hot therefbrcboaft of their Charif/^ whilft 
amidftib grew Piettcy , they fiiffcr the Poor to want fb ex- 
treamlf 5 and yettdmakea Jhow build a fineHofpital m 
two or threcf of their chfcf Towns : Tor perhaps no 
where in the World do the Rich more ej:alt themfelves, 
and tyrinnite over the Poor, no where is there a grea- 
ter incqiiality«f Conditions 5 no where is there fo much 
given to theoehurch and Charity, and no where k the 
Eftate ofdtt'^Churdi engrofTed into fb few Hands, to 
fflatntiMf'^Mtideur, rather than to be a Relief to Po- , 
iMfpJPbT theCardinals above Seventy in number are 
natntidned out of -the Church-Revenues^ and yet ^ 
1^ their Creation eqflal to Kings, arid fuperior to Prin- 
iCes. Now tf this be Charity to have a prodigious Re- 
venue for the Mdintenance of the Church and Poor^and ^ 
yet to employ this to the Luxury of a few, and to let 
the reft perifii, f will acknowledge the Church of Rome 
to be the nioft thantable Church in the World. And 
if it be faid that a grtat deal hideed hath been given to 
good and traly charitable ufes , but is now perhaps miP 
employed: I aniwer, it is poflible it may be (b, yet ftiU 
I have ibme reafen to queftion it ^ For their Dodrines 
of Mttii^ andcrf buying Souls out of Purgatory, &c^ 
are eooiigh to (poit their works of Charity, and make 
them to be rather efleem*d a Bargain of Sale thari a free 
Gift. And yet their Donations run commonly in this 
Form, Igtoetbiftejitcha Monaflery for the good &f tnj 
Sisml^ at of the So^i of other ferfons deceafeJ^ or for the 
Hownr offach m Sdimt^ btit fddom for the good of the 
Poor, the Ma[in«er)s||pe and Support of true Piety and 
Religion 5 or for the Glory and Honour of God .• And 
y^io my Opinion fiich as thefc are the only ends for 
which Q Gift ought to be efteemed charitabk^or will be 
accepted by God ai focL 
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But now on the other fide,though.the Churdi of £»^. 
I/tftd own not either Purgatory^ or any other of their 
Pick-pocket D.oa:rines,yet Charity urged by us from tru- 
ly Cbriftian Principles,, hath had morefbrce^ and done 
more good thaqall their Tricks and Devices put toge* 
ther.- For io Dr. WiOet hath in part (hewn ^ and it might 
be more fully dem^nftrated, that in tbcfe kft f^ao, dt 
130 Years, ^Qce'the (ettlingoi theHefonnation among 
US, there hath been more and greater Ci&Mcfi^ Schooh 
and HofpitAlf built and endowed^bette^Pfievwoooiade 
for the Poor 5 more and better care taken, not only for 
the Maintenance, but efpecially fpr the Inftrudionor 
theignorantand meaner, fort of People 5 In (faoft; ali 
parts of Charity more folly exercifed, than ean be (hewti 
jn any the like number of Years (ince Chrifttaiiity came 
into this Countrey. Indeed the general Strain of out 
Peoples Charity rvim to the doing pf m^regood, and is 
more properly expreffea than theirs is. The Papifii 
build Monafteries, in which ProvilSon is made for a^^ 
people to live in Idlenefs and Luxury nndet pretenoeof^ 
Devotion *and Retirement : Ours relieve the Sick and 
Needy (tho not Regulars) and think it better Charity 
to preferve a poor Family from ftarving (^of which fo 
many thoufands die in Popi(hG)untreys) than tp main* 
tain an idle M^^J^or N»9f^ or to make a Pre&nt tathe 
Lady at Loretto^ or offer Candles and Tapers to the h 
mage, or Saint of the Town in which <we live We, by 
fo beffaowing our Charity^ both honour God^ and do good* 
to Mmh. They do neither , but do Homage to a Saint 
that neither knows them, nor reechoes any Good by the 
Honour which they give thenL ^ 

It is indeed confeffed, that our Churches are not fo 
adorned as they ought fometimes : But that is no£ault 
of our Church, but of the Iniquity of the. Times, and- 
^fthofe Diflentions which they raiie among us3 but ge- 
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literally they arc decently grave, and a$ well fitted to a(- 
fift a devout mind without Diftraftion as can be. We 
Jove to have, our Churches neat and handfom, to 
Ibew we do not grudge whatever may be required to 
make them in (bme meafure a Bt place for Divine Wot- 
(hip 3 but we lee not any neceffity of having them^^ 
fplendidly ridh and fine; we think it would rather di* 

-yert mens minds from the Bufinefiof the Place^ than af- 

^ Wi them in the Duties of it. 

Infhort) in no part ot Charity can they pretend' to 
exceed us, confidering our Circumftances, unlefs it be 
in thai of Prayer for the Dead, when they hire €0 ma- 
By MaiTes to be (aid for them 5 but we think not this (b 
mich Cbarity to the perlbn decealed, as to the Prieflrj 
(at hedoubdefi receives moft Benefit from it. 
. Jiirdfyj And whatever they pretend, the great num- 
ber of S^nts canonized and commemorated among them, 
is neither a Sign of their good State and Condition 
of their Churchy nor is their keeping (b many Holydays 
in remembrance of them any inftance of true Devoti- 
on. 

• As for many of the Saints which they commemorate 
we own as well as they,and can pretend as good a right 
In them as they cam, becauie we own, ^nd will fubmit 
to whatever can be urged from them ^ fuch are the Blef^ 
fed Virgin, the Apoftlesand Evangelifts 5 and after them 
alfb the Bi(hops, Martyrs and Confedors in the Primi- 
tive Church.* But we confeii that we have not the ^me 
jefteem of many whom they commemorate as Saints^and 
bitterly difallow of their Canonizingor Saintingpfthem; 
For many of them (i believe)^ never had any Being, but 
in the Fancy of thefe Saint-makers, who yet are com- 
isefflorated, and prayed to as well as any others. Such 
are St. LtmginM^ under which name they have made a 

' jManof the. Spear which pierced our Saviour^s BlefTed 
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Body. St Almachitts^ onjM. i. whidi onlycotnes from 
the Corruption oS Alntanackh 8u AmfhiMmf^ who wis 
only St, Alhdnh Cloakj St* Zfrjuta^ nod her iiooo Vir- 
;ins, of whom no Footyfteps can be foond iatrue Hi- 
:ory . Matiy c^ them, I ^ar^ it had been better thatthey 
had never been, as being notorioufly vidous and fcatl- 
dalous in their Lives. And others, though more inno« 
cent, yet if we believe what is written in their Lxvts^ 
were lo prodigioufly ridiculous, that a wife and religi- 
ous man would be albam'd of jfuch Coinpan}^ To hear 
Men in an Extafie of Devotion to talk Nonfence, or to 
preach to Birds and Beafts^to rua naked, to wander V0- ^ 
luntarily in Defart^, &c. is more likely with &lbct cneil, 
touring their Per(bns and Anions into Oontempt aAl 
^corn, than to affeA them with any quidi Seti& of Re- 
iigion^tbeftit will excite Men only to that extaticaland 
enthuHaftical kind of Devotion, which was in vogue a- 
mong (he Heathens, whole Priefts were befides tfaesi* 
ielv^s^ when they (pake in the Name of their Gods^and 
theic moft celebrated ExercUes of EleHgion were fuch 
kind of irrational Anions 5 but there is nothing of this 
at all countenanced under Ghriftianity** FortheGofpel 
^ould make us wife as well as devout 5 and it is not re- 
quired that we put off the Man, but the Old Man and 
its Vices when we become O^riftians. 

And though we are ienfible of n«iy aioong us 
that have been very exemplary for Vertue and Pi* 
cty, and have no realbn to doubt of their Sidvaiicm $ 
but have as full AfjTurance of it, at leaft, as tliey have of 
their Saints 5 yet we are very (by of canotMzingor&int^ 
ing (^them, becau(e we know noit Mens lleaits, nm 
dare we to prefume to di(pi^e (b abfblutely of" Hraven 
^ the Pope doth. We thank God for tho(e that ba<fe 
lived and died well among us, and exhort our people 
to initate all th? QoQd which (hewed itieifin themj 

but 
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6ot we know not to what purpolc Canonization is. If 
ft be only to recommend their Vertues to Example, the 
Canonization of them will %nifie no4noFe than the bare 
Hiftory of their good Lives raithfuUy recorded would do j 
but if it be in order to praying to them we utterly con- 
demn it. And it is too plain, that this is the end of their 
lieing canonized : For from that time fplemn Prayer and 
Invocation is allowed and offered up to them. And this 
i believe hath been an occafion of their &lling from 
the Truth of Chriftian Dod):rine as well as Praftifer 
For they taking fuch a man to be a Saint, think them» 
folves obliged to follow and vindicate whatever he ei-^ 
ther did or faid, as holy and true, not confidering that 
thcbcftof taeer Hen havebeenguilty of Miftakesand Im- 
pcriedions^ and the» much more may we ftirpedfc thejadg- 
mentand llnderftanding^the Vertueand Piety o^many of 
thofe that fill up the bigger part of the JRtf/»//&,Kalendar, 

And for the fame reafon we think there is not mucb^ 
Religion or Devotion expreffed in the keeping up th€ 
M^niory of fuch Saints, by fo many Holydays obferved 
among them. 

If tbey commend their Holydays for the opportunities 
afforded in them of ferving God in pnblick; we have 
. iuch Conveniencies in many places every da^. 

If they commend them as days fet apart to RLeft and 
Idl^nefijWe are not altogether of their mindjfor we thjnk. 
wehaveasQiany as our Poor can well fpare j ;md ace fure 
Aat they have more Holydays than their Poor can af-- 
ford to obierve. So that their Hplydays aj e no AdvaatagQ 
toany.TheRich need them notjbecaufeif they have AbiTi* 
ties,they may be idle and luxurious every day :But they are 
agre^ Evil and Burthen to the Poor,when tljey are forced / 
to lofe fo many days fcom their Work, by which they 
(honld maintain thetnl^lves and theii;Fati^Iii^.^nd,thoqgr) 
^e.Popcs, by reafon of this Cry of the Poor^ have been 
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prevailed with to cut off many of thofe Jays of Idlenels, 
yet ftiU in moft places the Number of them' is intole^^ 
rable. ? 

pQurthly^ As for Images,! ftiould have thought it more 
proper to range them among the Hinderamu of Devo*- 
tion , did 1 not fee the Men of Rome to plead earneftly 
Hot them, as Helps and JJfiJiances^ and to blame us for 
not ufing them, and paying no refpeft to them. 

I confefs my felf not acute enough to difcern How they 
<:an any ways advance Devotion •* For their paying (uch 
HonoiirandRefpedtothem as thev do <mn and acknow- 
ledge^ muft needs be a great Difcradion, it diverting 
the Mind^ and making Men fbend their religious Reve- 
rence on that which is expofed to their View : but their 
paying fuch Wor(bip to them as they do pay ^ but areajha^ 
Med to ovpn^y is flatly deftrudive to all true Devotion. 

They indeed plead the Ignorance of the People for 
the neceflity of Images, arid call them the Books of the 
Unlearned : But they muft jlTr/? fuppofe their Peoplein- 
fuflerably ignorant to need fuch Helps as the(e are* And 
to give the Prtefts their due, if any Ignorance would 
fiimce to juftifie (uch a Praftife , they take caretoheep 
their People in Ignorance fiifficient •* And then if they 
are (b ignorant that they cannot worChip God without 
an Image, the Church cannot be fecure, but thefe (b fil« 
ly People may worfhip the Image for God or Ghrift 5 or 
at Jeafl: as having fome extraordinary Vertue in it, and 
(b make an Idol of it, efpecially when they fee the Eyes 
and Hands of the Image to move,and fee Miracles wrought 
by the Touch of it, as is frequently pretended and be- 
Ueved to be done .* So that either there is no need of I- 
mages, or great danger in the ufe of them* 

I confef^ I am not of Mn Baxter's Mind, who thinks 
that they may be properly or fafely uftd to excite De- 
votion 5 at leaft Imuft confefi my felf of a different tem- 
per 
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per from him. Methinks I reprefent God in greater Ma- 
^tHy to my (elf, when I confider him jn his Works of 
. Creation and providence, than to (ee him piftured, as 
in the Cloud?, though with Thunder in his Hand. And 
my Saviour appears morelovelytomy mind and thoughts 
when I confider him a$ coming into the World and dy« 
ing for us, than when I fee him pi^ured and carved on 
a Crucifix* For it is more ufeful to fee him with the Eye 
of Faith than of Senfe^ and it is not the Proportion of 
his Body reprefented to my Eyes, but the Dignity of his 
Nature, the Love that he bore me, and the Paffions of 
his Soul for me, that I admire mod, and which no Pen« 
cil can draw. ' 

- • 

Befides, a Picture or Image tells me nothing but what 
I knew before j and it is by what I knew before that \ 
can make fenfe or any devout ufe of this Pifture 3 for 
elfe I might take it for another profane and idle Story. 
And I would fain know whether the reading confide^ 
rately the 26, and 2 7/^. Chapters ofS.Mii//W wiHaot 
. afie^ any pious Heart much more than the feeing and 
contemplating a Pi^ure. Certainly if this will affedl the 
Senfe and bodily PaiCons, the other will more work on 
our Reafon, and that will be to better purpofe. Nay, 
the feeing of any P^dure often will naturally make it 
familiar^ and not at all affeding to us. 

5. And if the feverity of the Monks to their Bodies 
is not any gre^t Sign o^tievotim^ much le(s can the Aur 
fterities ufed by the. common People turn to any great 
Commendation of the Church. It is true, they are for- 
ced to keep FaCls^ but it would make a Man laugh to 
read how their Cafuifts have defined concerning the mo* 
diff^ the Meaiure and End of Fading. Efcob^r ha(h 
jrefolved it, ^^ That no Drink breaks a Faft, be it Wine 
^' or Chocolitts and becaufe it is not wholefom to drink 
^c without eating, you may eat two Ounces of Bread : 
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^^ For that is but a quarter of a MeaU and ifa man fhould' 
^* chance to break his Vow of Faftingthus^ ht is not bound 
*' to fift another day for it^^unkfs on a new ObHgartoD: 
*^ And if all this be too hatd^you may be di(pen(ed with " 
^ for your whole Life,and thai whetherthere be any juft 
•^ cauie for it or no. Nay^ Setvanis^ tho they eat ne- 
•' ver (b gluttonoufly of the Scraps^ they break no Faft. 
Indeed there need be no Rul«6 (et down cnncernuig the 
Poor Peoples obferving Fading Days; They are Kept 
low enough Without them: Am as for the Rich, their 
F^fting is Mock-fafting, to faft to Luxury^ whh Wioe^ 
and Fim, and Sweet-meats. Is not this great Se]f-de« 
nial> If any therefore are ftill truly mortified, when 
they can thu» b^Ip i»:, 1 muft rather com«end their own 
Piety, and devout TPemper, than the Rules and Orders^ 
of their Church, which give lb tduch Liberty, that a 
man muft have a V«ry crois^grain^d Appetite, or be in . 
the hi^ft digree lenfurf, not tti be willing to cdmply 
with \t. We find then no Fault with Failing being en« 
)oyn d, and at (et Sdalbfts*' For we our felves oommeod 
and praftife it j but let it not be to {^ay tricks^ but for 
true and real Mortification, and for the proper Ends of^ 
Mortificatfot^ to humble the Body to the Soul » and m ^ 
bring the Mind tni a better Temper 5 atid «o tbde 
ends is Fading commanded by our Qiarch j bttt rm 
as if we looked on this or jthat kind of Meat to be 
unholy, or defign'd to purchafe Heaven by our Abfti« 
ftenccj as the Church of li<>/»e doth. - 

6. And as for their Pilgrimages, and Wc«flbip erf Re* 
liques, they muft needs hav€ lefs pretence to Religion : 
For their Fafts, and other Aufterities fomewhat rdem<- 
ble trueChriftian Duties^ but thefe hav€ no Show that 
way. If Pilgrimage be tnjoyfil^d for P^im^i?^, thtn ^re is 
no Thanks due to the Perfon performing it. 

If 
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If it ht voluntary^ there is no true Devotion in it •• 
For the Worth of it muft confift in fome of thefe Rea- 
(bns^ vit». either^ Firft, That God is more preftnt, or 
Secondly^ more propitious in one publick place of Wor- 
ihip than another .• both which are contrary either to 
the Nature of God, Or his Declaration in Scripture^ when 
he faySj/^ir e^verj place a pHreOjferwgJh^l be offered U him^ 
MaL I. 1 1. And Whertever tvpo or three are gathered toge- 
inCbriftf Name^ he is in the midft of them: Matt.i8.3o. 
And the teaching other wife is in fome meafure to revive 
Judaifi^fy which allowed Cod,as to fome cafes^to be forv- 
cd acceptably only in one place 5 or Thirdly^ That the 
Saint IS more prdlrat or propitious here than any where 
elfo: But we are (peaking of Devotion to God, not to 
the Safints or Fourthly, That it is thcit ptmifhing them^ 
felver that is fp acceptable 5 but that hath been fuflBlcient- 
ly difoarded already ; Or, Fifthly, That going fo 6r, 
aadd taking fuch pains is a Sign of their Lo'be : But a man 
^HKiy (hew his Love to God^andto his Saint too by more 
proper Inftances, and do more good by it^ whicn God, 
. to be fure, will better accept , and the Saint, if he be 
a Saint, will like as well. And therefore the making 
fach account of Pilgrimages, (eems rather to favour the 
Mabomtaif^ than me Chrifiian .KdigLQti : FortbegOn 
ing 4jff»]?ilgrima^e to Mecca^ is one of the five indifpen- 
f aUe points of the Mahometan Sujperfti tion. 

And ^ for the feneration of Keliques^ all the World 
knowsjwhat a Cheat is put on Men, in vending any old 
rotten Bone^^ or piece ofGloth, &c. for a Relique of 
tbi^or that SiiifitrSo thk according to a moderate Com- 
pumticMs^ I foppofo Icarcely one in a hundred is true: 
And fome have pleaded they need not be true. Now 
whatever Devotion is performed /(?, or onoccajion of thefe 
R-cliques, can be commendable only in regard of the 
Mind and devout Temper of the Perfon 3 which I think 
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might as acceptably, (hew it felf in any, other proper time 
and place: And^ there is required a long Series of Gonfe- 
quences before the Sight ofSt.Jofeph's Axe, or any fuch 
other of their ReHques,can be pretended to raifea man*s 
Oevotion. But it being the chiefTrade at Rome to fell 
feigned pieces of Antiquity, and other fuch worthlefi 
Trinkets at a high rate, I the lefs wonder, that they 
have (uchanEfteem for Reliquesj for it is for theirpro- 
fit to keep up the Value of theip, they being the prin- 
cipal Commodities of the place^ 

7. And the Belief whicn they have of the 5</»//i5i?4rf 
iffg them J and their Praftife oi praying to them^ is no pro- 
per Encouragement or Inftance of true Devotion.- For 
aM Devotion is properly towards God 3 and therefore 
the making Addreijes to any other cannot pofiiblyhave 
any dired Tendency to exalt our Devotion to; Wm^ but 
fs really a great hindrance ; For it takes ipefas Klincls- 
off from God, and (tts them on hi$ Creatufe ; And the- 
lame^time tljat is (pent in Prayer to theiB,lurely is bet*'^ 
ter (pent in praying to Gpd, who is more pre(ent with/ 
us, hears us better,, and loves us more. And Men's go*v 
ing to Sainfs when God is preCent, naturally tends to 
provoke God*s Jealoufter For he declares him(elf/w/i^«f * 
as to his Worlhip particularly, to (et them up in Com* 
petition with God, and to create in Men an . Opii)ton, 
that they are more eafily entreated, arid readier to da« 
us a Kjndnefs than he is. And therefore though Men 
may fear God more, yet they will rather love the Saint ^ j 
and Love is the trueft Mqtive to (uch Devotion, as witt 
be beft accepted with God. And yet in this plainly con*^, 
fifts all that Court which they make jio the Virgin Ma* 
ry^ that (he would pacifie the Anger oiGadi the Father, 
or of the Son towards Men 3 they are repre(ented (evcre, 
and almoft cruel, to render her more amiable to thepeo- 
plf in hpr interceding for them :. So ^^y.ftequently in> 
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tfieir printed allowed Books of DevotionjCall her Foun-^ 
tain of Mercy^ and Pity^znd other Names of^the like Im- 
portance. Now all the afliirance they have of her be- 
ing fo tender and compaffionate, is only becaufe (he is 
a Woman 5 but they are aflured of God's Mercy, both 
&Qm his Nature and his Word r They have no Affu- ' 
ranee that (he, or any other Saint hears them 5 nor can 
they (hew how the Saint can be rationally fuppoled to 
know every thing that we do or (ay 5 but they are well 
a(rured that God hears them; For he is (tiled The God 
that hearetb Prayer^ which Prerogative of his, by every 
Prayer to a Saint^ they may at leaft fufpeO: that they 
intrench on. They are not affured that the Saint can 
help them 5 but they may be fully (atis(ied of his Help, 
who is Almighty* They have no Encouragement from 
Scripture for praying to Saints .• For though the Angels 
re Joyce at thd Repentance of a Sinner^ it doth not fol- 
low that ther^ore every concern of Men is known, or 
Pcayer heard by them^ much le(i that we may pray to 
theni for the Gift of Repentance, or any other <5race. 
And Prayer being (b con(iderable a part of Divine Wor- 
fliip,we heed not doubt but the Angels and Saints would 
. sefu(e it .v For (b St. John was rebuked for offering to 
wor(hip the Angel, though (uppo(ed immediately and: 
vifibly with him ^ Worjhip God^ Rev* 1 9. 2o.# 

So that if they prayed to Saints and Angels only to 
mediate and intercede for them to God, it is more than 
they iiave any Warrant or Allowance for. Chrift being 
aJwaysreprefented.as theMediator betweehGod and man;, 
and theiettihg up his Servants in his Office, is as far as is ; 
po(nble a depofing of hioK Norisitinthis ca(e, as it is in 
Courts on Earth(which is their common €xcu(e) where; 
aFavouriteismadeu(e of tq repre(ent our Caufe and 
our RequeQ: to the King.- For this is done becaufe pur ^ 
Kings^ do not know our Parfens,nor underfl:and our CilB^i^ 
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nor can they be prefect in all places,- and bear all Cau- 
ies themftlvcs: So that it i& often nece(&ry that Princes 
(hould employ and truft other th»n their own Eyes and 
Ears. Many things they think below them toenquirerar- 
ticularly into i a^ndfametiopue^ they will do that at the K.e« 
queft of a Favorite, which they would not do for the (ake 
of a Perfon that is not pareiculai ly known to them. But 
there is no Room noi; Occafion for this, in the Court of 
Heaven : For God is not only intimately known, but 
is immediately prefent to all bis Creatufes 5 as he bath 
declared himfelfno Reader of Perfons, but to love aH, 
and therefore there i$ no need ^any h^rceilbr tor us, 
except the Lord Je(us5 he aSei^a not empty Pooipand 
State 3 but his Providence extendi to every particular 
Concern of the meaneft of all his Creatures 5 and though 
he may give fome undeferved Favours, as, longer Lives, 
and further Opportunities of Amendajcnt, &c. for the 
lake of others Prayers, yet no Man is fo far his Fafvou^ 
lite, as to be able to periwade him to reverfe hi« owii 
Laws^ and to (ave a wicked Perfon that continues in his 
Wickednels. On all which Accounts there ir no Occa- 
fion of praying to the Saints fo much as to intercede for 
us, as the Church of Rome pretends. But to* pray ta^ 
them to hlejs us^ and give hs this or tbac Temporal 00 
Spiritual G904 as they of the Church of Ro0m pra^if^ 
and to fuppofe theig to have- Power tp help us in this or . 
that particular Difficulty and Diflemper is plainly intol- 
lerable: For this is inagceat meafure to revive He^* 
thenifm, by whiclji Men worQupped. this or that Godi^ 
for this or that particular, Cafir. They muft 'gf kM the 
Saiqt to have, thougk oot an Original, yet a moft cer- . 
tain and derivative Power, according to which he wili 
not fail to a(G(t them that worfoip him 5 and in all fuch 
Prayer, methinli^ they even terminate their Worflnp 
oa tb^ Saint : For if I pray to a Saint ta h«lp me in this- 
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or ttiat Difficulty, with a full affurance that this Saint 
Mith fufficient Power to help me, though I (hould grant 
that this Saint received this Power from God, yet my 
Prayers terminate on the Saint. Indeed the Saint is ob- 
liged to God for that Power ; but 1 feem to own my 
felf only obliged to the Saint, for his applyit^ this his 
general Power to my particular Cafe : Jaft as I am ob^ 
Hged to a man for giving me an Eftate, though he is be- 
holden to the Goverriment and Laws, that either he en- 
joy ed that Eftate himfdfi or was empowered to give 
it to another, 

. Befides.that they often pray to Saints for fuchthings, 
which, if they be only Crcatufes,they can have no pow- 
er to give, or to be even Co much as the Inftrutnents of 
conveying to us $ acid yet it is notorsotts, they pray 
fometimes to theSaints^for Grace/ov Pardon ofSim^znd 
fire^gth ^gnnd them. So in Boua^m- 
nnre^ #^jf2r/iPer,trannated into Italian^^^ Saliw d» s. Boiwv» 
publiflied for the ■ ufe of the people, l]^, ^^Jg 
tho the Traiiilatbr and Publiuier fays, nih PiaeUb. inGc- 
Aat he had pulled it from die Blaf- .»>««. Anno i^otf. 
ptiemies which were in the Ibroier £• 
diriOiis 3 yet we find fuch pa^ag^s «s theie to the Vit^rn 
Ma^, Plal 7. CMte to htr aHye that ^t heavy kdm^md 
fie Jbatt^we Reft and RefrepuMeut *$ yMr Samlsi Pfal. 40,. 
Cteafife my Heart. Pfal. 41. Thou art ihei^imiing wtdthe 
end of my SalvatUn, Pfal. 44. ^ ftly Htdhtefs my fitts 
are purged, and hji thy Integrity, Ineorrtiftihjlity it j^ven to 
m. Rial. 104. Bternal SalvatU»it in thy tUndp Lady, 
and he that VPorthtly honour eth theefiaU obtain it 5 .and man y 
more Sayings of this nature, <» wetfe, ifpaffiWe. Now 
can any man fay, tliat fiicb Pray«rs as thefe are fit to be- 
offered up to a Creature, or that they Ape Inftances of 
tlie Devotion of a Chrittian, when they a*c fo offered? 
i am fute that we charge the Heathen with giving Di- 
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vine Worftiip to Mwj though we can hardly find ^ny 
Eiprefiions or Prayers to their Gods, whicharefohigh^ 
and argue their terminating their Worfhip on them (c> 
fully as thefe, and other fiich, Which are commonly u- 
fed by thole of the Church of iJ^^e to Saints, and elpe- 
ciaHy to the Virgin Mary. 

8. And whatever they pretend, the conftant Trade 
which they make of Coptfejjiofts and Pena^^ces^ and their 
Doftrine concerning them, Js fo far from encouraging 
Devotion, that it is enough to remove all true Devo- 
tion out of the World, if the Providence of God did 
not miraculoufly interpofe. 

For though they be very conftant in their ConfejQi- 
ons of all tbeir Sins to a Prieft, yet the frequency of it 
in themfelves and others, makes them not {o much as a- 
fliamed of themfelves; and though they may be more 
afraid of angring their Priefts, yet they have no rea- 
ibn to abhor themfelves, or their Sins in the Sight of 
God an5rmore for it. 

And when they have thus confeiTed, their Confeffor 
may enjoyn what Penance he pleafeth^or elfe may leave 
it to the Penitent's own Choice, as Efcobar from Snarez, 
affirms 5 and men are not ufed to be very cruel to their 
awn Bodies,or lay a very fevere Penance on themfelves^ 
when a lighter will ferve.* Or elfe the Confeffor may fay 
uhus, "limppfe on thee for Penance whatever good 
^^ thing thou hafl: done, or (halt do this Day, or this 
'^ Week, or whatever Evil thou haft, or. ftialt (ufiFer. 
And Cardinal Tokt is of the fame mind too. Now will 
. not this make a man mightily afraid of (inning any more, 
when his ordinary courfe of Converfation, and the un- 
avoidable Cafualties of Life Qiall be turned into a fuffi- 
cient Penance, Satisfaftion, and Punifhment for his Sin? 
And if the Gonfefibr enjoyn no Penance at all^ indeed 
Jie is to blame, fays Ejcobar ^ but ftill it is a Sacrament 
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Ibr all that, becaufe a iatisfadory penance is not an* 
e^^/4/ part ohhe Sacrament, but an Integral^ 

But if after all this the Confeflbr will impofea Pentnce^ 
the Penitent may perform what he will of it : F!or, (ays 
Totet^ if he doth not perform his Penance, his Abfbluti'- 
on ftandsgood, only when he comes to Confeffion next,, 
h^ muft confeis that he did not perfbria his penance, and 
lb his Non-performance of penance will pais away in the 
Crowd of his other Sins, and there is an end of it. And 
if this pleafethem not,there is an eafier way ftill, if need 
be: For you may get another man to do your penance 
for you. Is not this a fine eafie way to Heaven, whed 
the lifting and (tar ving of the Poor may be made to (erve 
for a fatisfadion for the Sins and Debauchery of the 
ftich^ Indttd'Efcobar ftoxa SuartT,^ lays, There ought 
to be zjnfi Caufe for one's performing penance for ano« 
ther: ^t here the other DiftinAion will help them, jstm 
dd valorem^ fid adjufiitiam requtrHur^campi^ the penance 
is valid, though there be no )\x9t Cauie. And whether 
there be a Caufc or no» it is not doubted, (ays Efcobar^ 
but one may perform the penance for another, if the Cm- 
ft/for will give leave : And it is to]k hoped there areibme 
good natur'd Confeflbrs to be found : But good 

* ToUt is more free and generous than !^J^^ 



Efcpbar himfelf in this point : For he tells the ^ 
Confeflbr, That be mufi impefi a lighter Penance^ 3«c » 
if be fees the Penitent vrill net ^perfirma harder^ 
withdut ever telling the Penitent, that this Ughter will 
not ferve Ihs turn, or without ever putting him in cpind 
of his Danger, or of the neceffity of a harder penance $ 
and wholly commits it to the prudence of one Prieft to 
diminiCb the penance which another liad impo(ed,with- 
out fo much as once tdltnghim,that perhaps this penance 
will not fuffice. So that in plain terms, by G>n(equence, 
he refolvesit aV iiito the {Kywer of the Prieft 3 and nei- 
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*ther G)nf€flbr nor Penitent are any further accountable 
that I perceive, if too flight a penanc^ be enjoyned, 
the Sin is pardoned notwithdanding. And laftly^ he 
goes on, and (hews^ihat though the Penitent be enjoyn* 
ed to perform bis penance in his own perf(^,yet he may 
transfer this to another, vpithut his Cwftjfor^ Uavc 5 and 
yet he (ball obtain the jQli/^dfi^rj part otpenance^thcmgh 
not the meriUrioMy that ia, htjhallhex^s'dfropifiiffer* 
j^fgevil^ but (ball not nietit much 46. God's Hands by 
fuch penance. And indeed I think he is very unrea(QnabIe 
if he expe^ more : And b€(ides all this, the de(ign of all 
penance being only to (aitisfie the Debt of Teiopofal 
punt(6ment due to their 8Sins,there tf e (everal eafie Ways 
provided by their Church for the difcharge of it,be(ide$ 
the (evere penance, as e.g^ feveral (hort^l^rayers, to the 
fayingcf which (broe icores of thou(andsofyyears pardon 
are annexed,, totks queHes j there ^re Urge Indulgences 
granted at "jnbilus^ and at Cbveral other 'good Times § 
and may at any time be had for 4 good Sum of Money j 
And if a man take no Ctfei of himfelf ail hi« Life, yet if 
%^ can purcfaaie Prayersto be faid for bim after bi^death, 
it will ferve as wdL And t^iough th^ Peo^uce ^ wwt 
{o eafie, and b^ perfwiwd 4Sf trifliBglyi /y^ j^he Abia- 
lution, by whi<:b tbey fuppoK^tl^ Debt <A , eterml pu^ 
nrQiment lis diicharged^ m& be as oonplfai an^ C\)]I M 
pofiSbk : For (b ^e afpre«named Cardinal, with a great/ 
deal of Concern^ takes Caie that the AbibtutiQQ ^ Qot 
prQnQ«nccd^w<iirr<w45^4^«j|' !QP:><»ndUwitlw^fp». 
mtndpHT Life^ m f^f^mpitrpnAvcCr 8^r jl»« it mmft 
be pronounced afefthii^y^ \ftth09tan}{ ifoi^^ <Ht|8i 
I abfolve thee^ 8iiQ. 

Now would not my oiie.lhink« that the Cfaurdi of 
Rme^ by this Method of Coii^i&fMM «n4 P^fm9P9 io 
raught and pia^ifed aoKH^ them, catli^r.d^ns to Hid 
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into the Cooncils of great Men, or to anfwcr (bme other 
fuch politick End, than tp advance piety towards God, 
Of Amendment of Life in the Penitent ? I am fare they 
can have no hearty r6fpdft for De'votion^ wh6n they ^re 
taught to look on thiir Pfayers to God, as a (evere Pe- 
nance 5 and yet which they may be .releafed from by 
winning a Game at Cards , as is too commonly 
known. 

,^j And their I>o£irin^ concerning the Merit of good 
Woirkf and Sftpereragation^ as it Is falfe, Co we cannot 
look 00 it as any Encouragement to Devotion ^for God 
will not be ferved with a Lye, 

I confefi, if what is required of Men inthtir Cofffe0r 
0H md'Peff^ces be enough to ikve their Souls^ they may 
vefy eafily do more than is required : For' they cannot 
do leli, if they Ao any things though indeed one would 
wonder, that atny that coiinder the Nature of the Go^ 
Ipd, or the Words of our Saviour, (hould iever pretend 
to fttpererogate. 

But fuppofing their D63:rine tobe true in tliefepoints^ 
they cannot be thought to advance Devotion,but rather 
hinder it : Tor feeing it li fbmewhat natural for a Man 
to love his ownEafe, every one will be apt to. argue 
with liinifelf, thsK (b mamy have merited already, that 
tl^re is no netod of ifrfeit he can do. Nay, it is Folly 
for him to attempt it i For what need he endeavour to 
add to a Stock or Merit, which is already infinite, as 
ibme have thought ? 

. And indeed it had need be Jnfinlte^elfe it is to be fear- 
ed, it is almoii:, il^fiof quite fcent, efpecially confider* 
ing the Vafl Expenee of^thefc Merits in frequent Jubileef^ 
and otlier Indutget)ee9,the Multitude of Smners, and the 
little extraordinary Vertueind Piety found among them 
at this day, to add t<> tfieit Store ; So that methinks it 
Qiay itifldy be queftioA'd Whether they are not bankrupt 
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before now, their Disburfement (b much exceeding their 
Receipts ^ and the Credit of their Bank leems to depend 
wholly on their 01dJidfckc£Metit which tlie Ancients 
laid up for them ^ and yet they grant that this was ra- 
ther cafual, than out of Defign or good Nature.* For 
the Saints defign'd only to make (ure of doing enough 
for themfelve$5 and it (eems that lefs ferved their turns 
than they thought of^' and the reft was laid by for the 
u(e of fuch rich Sinners as the Church would (ell it ta 
So that all this Stock of Merit, which the Church of 
Rome hath (b great occafion for, and of which there is } 

made {q prodigious an Expence, is at the beft but a 
Chance and {pare-heap,which they^cannot tell how they 
came by . (for every BiQiop hath the time Title to (ucb 
7re4jf!^re-/rae;e that the Bifhop of jR^ave hath,) nay, the]^ 
have rea(bn to fear there was never any iuch Trealure : 
(For I doubt not but the Saints in Heaven will thank- 
fully own, that they have received more from God 
than they defer ved, or could challenge/ ) to be fure,^ 
they knew not how much there was ever laid up, nor 
whether the Stock be (pent^ and yet they (pend as free^ 
ty now, as if they had been only laying up till this time, 
and that the Treafure were now firft'opened. 

Many other fuch Abfiirdities and ummfwerable Diffi« 
cqlties there are in their Qo^rine of M&H^ and in their 
pradile of applying theie Merits to the ufe of others^ 
And is it not a difinal thing, that the Priefts of the 
Church oiRome (hould teach men to traft in, and as*ta^ 
Sal vation^depend .-affuredly on the(c,of which they them* 
(elves have no mannerdT AflTurance nprjGround to hope«r 
Is not this to play with Men's Souls and Eternal Salva- 
tion } And eipecially can this be urged as an Encourage-* 
ment of Devotion, when, if it were as true as it is ims^ 
it tends diredly to make Men vicious and to negledb^ 
^vQtioni For fo a Man will tbinkif there be iocb a« 
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Stock in the Church, why (hould not he have a Share 
of it as well as another ^ And^one can merit for ano^ 
ther, why Qiould not he depend on others, as well as, 
they on his Mrnts i And feeing Merits may be bcHight 
as the Roman Cafiiifts have adjudged^ he may think it 
very reaionable that other's Merits fbould be given hior 
in exchange for hjs Moneys So the Refult of all is this,ac# 
cording to this Do£i:rine,and thjc faipipokdChurck-fiock:^ 
only one thing is needful,and that is Imne^^ and this will 
fiiltjf makg up alllack of Piety and Devotion. 

ID. And the belief of Purgaary^znA of the validity of 
Prayers fm the dead^ is no proper Encouragonent of true 
'DevationiPot true Dwotion is (uch as we perform to God, 
agreeablv to his Will, when w;e know what we do^and foa 
what ends,and havea promifeor hope oflSucceis^but when 
a man prays to God to deliver a Soul out of Purgatory^ 
he muft (iippofe as true feveral things, which are ei* 
ther falfe, or at leaft very uncertain 5 fo that he can 
never pray in Faith^ or withom great perplexity and 
cfiftradion of mind 5 for he knows not whether there 
be any iucb place or (late as. Purg^tery : Fojr Scripture 
fays nothing of it, nor the Fathers of the three or four 
firft Centuries. He knows not whether the Soul that 
he prays for be in Purgatory ( if there (hould be fuch 
a place ) for it may be in Heaven or in Hell, fbr ought 
lie can telL And if the Soul be in Purgatory ^^ he knows 
not whether it be IKefut or Lawful to pray for it 5 fbc 
God hath given us neither Command, nor Encourage*^ 
ment, nor Liberty fo to do, Nay, there, are feveral 
particulars which they themfelves cannot agree oh con^ 
cerning PkrgatoTy^ viz. V^at Sins are promiied there >• 
How the Soul without its Body can be tormented there 
with a material Fire ? Who are Gods Infirumehts in pu- 
niftang the Sbuls there ? For the Devils are notj and 
Ijow the Pope by his Indulgences can apply the Satisfa^ 
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-diong of Chrift and of tjie Saiotsfb as^ to de!i^rer any 
Soul out of Purgatory ? And if ther^ be J(uch a p^ace, 
the Pope himfelf by *hts Escamplj^ doth iii6ugh tddif- 
• hearten all ^f€n from endeavouring to4eIiver,thc Souls 
of their Friends from thence: For it is tiot doubted but - 
he can deliver all out of Purgatory ^ he having the Com- 
timand of theTreafure of theChurcL •And it rouft needs 
be a wonderful Dilcouragement to a Deydiit Mind, that 
among lb many hundred Popes, there (hould not j^eone 
found fo Charitable as to releafe (b many thoulands of 
poor Souls that lye under intorerable pains, and fo 
muft lye till thelaftday, or till the debt of tlkih: tempo- 
^ral punilhment be paid. If the Pope can dp fo much 
with fo little Charge or Trouble tohimfeli^ and yet will 
not do it 9 furely I have Ie(s ELeafon to do any 
thing. 

Nor doth it follow, that becaufe if is a part of ac- 
ceptable Deijhtibn^ for one Man to pray for another, 
whilft living here on Earth ; that therefore it is as plea- 
fing to God, for us to pray for Souls departed .• For 
our Prayers for others on Earth, are either for Tempo- 
^ ral Blemngs, or for the means of Grace. We pretend 
'not to cj€:fire God td reverfe his own Laws, , and five 
fuch a Man, let him be as bad as he will 5 ' but tojoake 
liim Holy fiifl^, ' And ^^^^^ ^^ tsxakt Wm Bappy j And to 
Pray any other wife for. another Mao, naturally tends to 
^cprefenr it as fea^ble to reconcile a wicked Life with 
the hopes of Hfeaven 5 but when a Man is dead. he can 
Work no ihore, nor make any ufe of the means ofGrace^ 
and therefore there is no room for this Prayer to God 
for fahn, he is not capable of Repentance^ and Glory^ and 
Amendment^zad of being made fit for Heaven. 

Lafily^ "they boaft of thcjvalidity of the Orders of 
their Bifhops and . Prieflis, as aa Encouragement to De** 
votion, the validity of the Sacraments dependnig (b 

^ much 
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mnch on the Legality of the Miniftry 5 We anfwer ' 
that .we have a Clergy as properly and truly of Chrift*s 
(ending as any Church in the World 5 againfl: whofe ^ 

Ordination and Million nothing can be objeded.- We 
deriving the Succeilion of our Bifliops, not only from 
their own Affjim , but from the Britijh Bilhops before 
his time, which is the only Regular way of MifSon, 
that we know of^ except that of an extraordinary Com- 
miflion from Heav'n as St. Paul had. And 1 would notr 
tiiat there were that to be objefted againft us, that is 
juftly objefted againft them, as to the Succeflion of their 
^Popes even fince the Reformation begaq. For the Ele- 
dtHon ofSixttf^ V. wasmoft notoriouOy Simoniacal, and 
yet one that comes by Simony into the Popedom, is by 
tbcir own Canon Law, by the Bull or Conftitution of 
JnHuif 11. approved in the Council o^Laterair^ An. 15 15. 
to he Iffokfd on a^ a Magician^ Heathen^ PMcan^ and Septimi 
Arch'Heretick^ and his RkHion can never be made valid Deaecal^ 
hy atiy after AU^ and yet ftveral of the Popes fince^ were l|[.^* '* 
eithfer made Cardinals by this Sixttt^ Vior received 
that Dignity from thofe that received it from him 5 
which is the very Cafe of this prefent Pope Innocent^ 
Eleventh 

As for their iJmty^ it Is plain that they have more 
divifibns among thcmfclves', then they can charge us 
"mth^ For they have not wily (uch as openly cfilTdnt' 
and leparate from them, but great and violent diffenti* 
otis among their own Membets', and (Itch as live in the 
CodtYMinioA of their Churdh, one agairiff another, and* 
eath jf)arty pleads theDo^arine of the Church,, arid De- [ 
ctfions of its- Councils; And yet the Pope himlelfi not- 
wtthftanditiglrisInfaHiibility andA^tlibrity^either cannot^i 
Of dafrenot'ditterrtinc^whTch is in tlie Right, or which ' 
O|48i0»fettA*.-:^^'-^* -'-'■' '■'•^ .''r "'-' 
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So that whatever Power and Antbmty their GharcSi 
hath, it hath no good effeS: to fuch ends and purpofes, 
to which Church* Power is dciigned to ferve, the en- 
couragement of Holioefs and Vertue, and the difeoun-^ 
tenancing of Vice, the Preiervation of the Do&rine ia 
Purity, and of the Meiabers at peace one with ano- 
ther. It is true they are more able to fee the Laws of 
tlieir Church Duly executed ; but it is to their difpa^ 
rjigement to have fo much Power, and yet to do fb lit« 
tie good with it. As for us, we had rather deferve more 
then we have, then that it (hould be^id that we have 
more powtr then we deferve^ And whatever Power 
our Church wants, and whatever \q& Religion (uffers 
by this means, w« juftly Charge the Church of Rome 
with the guilt of it, who have made atll Princes jealous, 
and affraid of all Church-Power, by their invading 
their temporal Rights under pretence of a Spiritual Ju- 
risdi&ion. 

In ihprt, though (bmewhat may be (aid for the worft 
«ching, and a very bad Caufe may have a |;reat deal plea- 
ded in its Vindication, as we have (een m all the jbre- 
going Helps and Inftances ofDevotion^which the Church 
of Rome boafts of 5 yet if we confider them^ they all 
in (bme refped or. ether come (hort of what they pre- 
tend to V feveral of them being very improper^ many 
plainly Nonfenfical andRidicuk>us§ they proceed from 
bad Principles, ^are done in an undue Manner and Mea* 
(lire, or to (erve (bme bad end or defign, or fome (iicfa 
other way ofiend 5 even the moft (ecure Pradices,wliidi ^ 
moft re(emble true Self-denial, are countenanced at In- 
joyned rather to jmake a (how, or to gratifie (bmeTem- 
pers, then to advance Devotion J for excefTes and. over- 
actings are often Infirmities, iand the eSeSts of Weak- 
i]e(s3 (keddine(s tiein^ the moft certain fign of Strragth^ 
as the (haking Palfir is a Di(ea(e and Sign of Weakne(% 
aswcUasthe De^/mr^ 3. 1 
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3. I now come to confider (uch things iathe Do* 
tftrine and pifcipline of the Church of RamCy as tend 
direftly to promote Debauchery ot Manners, af^dCare* 
lefsnels in Devotion, \ 

rJl infift only on thefe few, among very many, 
Firji^ The unlimited Power which they afcribe to the 
Church, or to the Pope as Head or Monarch of it .* 
For the People are taught that he can make null Duties 
that were made neceffary by God, and mak^ neceOary* 
what was not fo before. The Confequence of which. 
' Dod:rine is plainly this» that a Man may Hifely di(bbey 
and negleft the fcrving of. God, if he pay but his due 
refpeds to the JP^/^e. AndyjCt their Cafuifts have defi-? 
nea that the Pope can difpenie wi^h 5ins^ or give I6ave 
to do things forbidden by the law of God^ as well as 
pardon them whea committed^ as in the Di(pen(atioW 
with unlawful Marriages. . And on the other fide he caa 
ejccule them from doing what they are by their Duty 
to God bound to do^ as in his Dilpen(ations with F^ws 
though made never (b (blemnly to God himfelf . That 
is, he can bind where God hath left us loo(e, and he can| 
loofe where God has bound us. Nay, a Superiour can 
give a Difpenfation even when he doubteth whether it! 
be lawful of no 5 becanfein a deubtfifl cafe the^lder Jide ; 
irta be ta^n. And if the Il?a(bn ceafeth for which the ^ 
Oi(pen(atioh wasgtvien^ yet the Difpenfation doth not 
oeale: Nay^a Di^nfation may be granted where there 
i^ BO Rea^n or C^e for itj and yet the Difpenfation 
if valid notwithftahdihg. And not the Pope only, but - 
every Bilhop and Pricft hath his Share of thjr Power, 
only there are fomc refifved and more profitable Cafe/^ - 
which hk Holinefs only can difpenfe in. And thoiigh I 
cannot tell what t\ity thift\^ yet I am fure their Caluifls 
aire very Ihy qffiyipg^ ^at^ there is any Cafe in Which 

• ' ♦ , ' H theifc ' 
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there may not be a Difpctjjation' gr anitcf for the doing: of 
it, bra Pardon for it when it h dbiwt 

And all fnddgencits are diretSly denned, to hinxier 
Devotion, for they are give?. to free Nfcn from. theNe- 
ceffity of McKt7J?€at70tr^ fre^ient Alms and Prayerty &c. 
ivhich eife wouJdhave been enjoy ned^ as Penance 5 and: 
yet we know that thefeare the chiefeflr parts of Devor 

tion. ^ 

And as their geperal DoQyrne ccmcernrng the validi-* 
fy orPardoRs^and f ndulgencies i^ very dicftrudljre of aO; 
true Piety 4nd Rerrgion: So^ 

fpn Penance^\^\n aqjore efpmalxnannepinflqenttalticjthat 
^urpofe^ Far tile Pbople are taught tobrefieve^ that 
jyti)>PneiU./^yang,^^J^^^ 8cc. the &it is aftu- ' 

atly pardoned by God .• 4tnd cRotrgh indfeed their 
Ouidts of Confl^flbrs ac^vrfe that Ajb&rtition flroald, not 
be given, til) Fenanc? be ipjpofcd'anrfacicepicd",; yet 
whffif theConfe^pr ihinks that ibe^^nitent wifl^tjccepr 
of! the- Fenance,^. he ma V gBlfc^lye I^rm fi/ft ; That n^ the! 
I*erion naay be abfblvedf 5e%e fie accept the Pfenaqce^ 
QSevenrpromflie' to perforin it; 5 but it is their cpnftant 
Nifelhpdl to afefirfye him b(.for^;Penance be aftiKgifty pspr-- 

tQVSf^Jli^., .:■■''. : ■■ , , ^ • '.' ' ■ .' 

" ll^oiyif their AbfpiaiiQii he of fclrctf, the Ptrfon U!" 
fiec ftoro bis! Sin, and five enough of Heaven^ whctjier 
he perform aay Penance or no : Whicfi Pf-aftSkice. e'rves 



^re Pewnce be accepted o« perfor^fted ; I l^e nQt whj^ 
a. man (hou'lcl troub je hitnielf .much fer, the perfbrtnance 
o§ his Penance^ he fe^ plainfy tftat it is:QflIy aH Apen« 
dix that is ufed to be anne^t to Abferuti^n, but is nei- 
t3kt neceflar; in it felf nor for Abfolutipn ^ the Sin is 

" '" pardoa'ici 
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pardon -dahreaiiy, and at ^woift there is only fome 
temporal Puuiftimcnt to be &6sficd f ot, which fte teay 
get rid of (ever al othct ways. 

Na3r indeed the true and ancient Ndtic» erf* Penance 
\s utterly defttoyed, by irs being impoled and perform- 
led after Ab^Iutiofl, For Penance according to the 
ftfositlve ufc'of it, was a ftvere -courie erf" Lik preferi- 
hdl to a Pcrlbn that had grievioufly offended, as a pro- 
per Method forhmi, atthefimetimetotcftifiehisowii 
j&rrow^-far his Sin, and abhorrence of it, and to create 
Ati^Sm an Aveti&tion to the Like for the time to cotne^ 
Mid aHV tO'fatisfic the €htirch of all this, that lb he 
might be adqiitted to Absolution and the CorhiminibB : 
And therdK>re their Penances were alway? publick^ and 
Indeed it is bjr pubHdt Penance only that all thefe fo 
^good ends can poflibly be anfwered .• But now in Ae 
Church of Rime^ the "Offender is pardoned withouta- 
ny thidg'oF this, he is trot put to any grief for %is Stti 
before fielreabyved. Itis left wholly to fefe own Ho- 
rifliijr aVjabenbfolttv whether he wHl perform tmy Pt- 
mncf^t his.Sm. Nay indeipd fo loath are they to ap- 
pearifeverfc againft Sin^ or iCruel to the $ittner5 that 
when In the Gouncilof Tfwf fotnc would have reri- 
»ed this Di(fct0ine, by enafting pMick, Penance^ they 
were violeh^ytippoled and over-ruled J tho St. Grego^ 
ry a Pope of JJtraire had held it to be of DMm Right : 
atid their Cafutfh €nce teach that a <x)nfe(ror cannot ^ 
or ought not^joyn a pnhlick Penance : So ^t by this 
tne^s a ^n tsirot fb much as to l>e put to the blufh. 
Foirhis^SittS ^'ferf no fbch penance muft be impofcd by 
which the Sin may be known, and be is (ure that the 
Coflfeffor tq tavjs a 'Kingdom dare not reveal or dilco- 
iferit. :\ -. - 

" 715W^,Theii?^SriTjeconcerningthe Nature offevtral 

SW, isTOtih as muftbfceds rather inoDurage Men to con- 

1 H 2 tinuc 



linae inSin, than deliver us from it; and will ^oil alT 
true Pi^vocion to God, and that due regard that we 
ought to have to his Gommaodnifints* r • 
Efcobar Thef tell us tlure is a vaft number of Sins in thefr 
Traft.£._ own Nature FcmaL which are (b very inconfiderable 
cap. 4I * Ahat an infinite number of them altogether will not de- 
{^rtye a ccan of the Grace and Favour of God, or make 
up one Mortal Sin, and for the Pardon of which there 
is no need or occafion for the Mercy of God :.' Andyet 
they have no certain Rules to difcover whethera Sin be 
Mortal or Femal^ Co that inen are in wonderful dai^er of 
^ipf cht^ted in a matter of fp great Moi;neDt a^ tteir Er 
rturnal Salvation. 
Efcobar ' They^tellus alio, that an Habitual Sin^ is only a ^taki 
Traft. 2. j^ft by former voluntary Sins, and a D€;prtvation c^ 
o^'/' habitual Goodnefsj but hath nothing tl(h that is evil, in . 
it. ; From which Do^rine it neceffary, follows that a . 
^oatih guilty only of.tbo(e Sins whifh ci^ated this^Htir 
Mitj and th^t there is not. ah habitual llepem»ru:e,^/of 
Courfe of Life requiri^d to get pardbafofV fa«rb})^al!$|na^ 
.but a few or perhaps one fingleAd brGontrition wllj 
;&rye.. .§9 .,tliat the mofe a M^b iiiineth iheisxter 
i?>aj^ .^nd iniapi^cc^ 

bit of alLSin-bf^times > for a MaQ 1^ ^Pf^^^^^f^^jp 
.for thofe Sins which pfecpcled the 'Hooi*^ afj.tHe Sins 
.which follow it will pai^ sunder the naooe of hadverw 

Uncies^ and as fupH can be efii^emed only as a kind df 

.i^i/ij/'SinS. ,,-.' .. ., <v ' ■.\',.* »• -v/' rrr - . .1%'— i *"> 

' And they, not ,oniy , anow.r th^^(Jj[|utc^ ^^y^^ I9.5^ffif 
[luaiid what cloth not belong ^o!he« in mapy V^kfcggbyf 
jgivc^ ru<;h Authority to her Commands,, as to inake the 
^tfobct^ icnce tb-themL tlie greqteft of aU ^in^ ^nd make 
way for tfie l3reaking of tne L^wsbf God^that the]gii»ay 
ikeep thofe of the Chutph>. .Sa.jMitrri^e?:^2^^,,be^^^ad- 
. 'ju(3ged a greiter Sin in a "^m^tlxmFomc^m 
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the Priefts are obliged to' Celibacy by the Laws of t^^ 
Church^and their own Vow 5 as if they were not by the 
I49WS of God, and their Vow of Baptifm more obliged 
to abdain from Fornkatimh and aocordiiigly for Mar-^ 
ria^99 a Prkd is excommunicated or denoted ; but for, 
Formcafwn^ he is only obliged to conte(s it fecretly a* 
piong his other Sins> and the Guilt and Irregularity of 
it is done, away by Abfbluiion. , Iqdeed they bring al- 
pioJft'afljSins. under the Read p^GifiipUne^ not only by, 
pretending tp give Pardon a^d di(pcnfaiioiw for moft. 
Sins that can l^e coromit^tedj but alfo when they, com- 
pare SinS) th&y ^re always mpft earneft againft fuch ai 
jrr^ii(|reGi. the Commands of the. Church. Sp v.g; when 
ECcqW. asks the Queft ion, ff^^t if I confmnpicate Mfmori 
mll^i Eafter^He anfwersVjf^tf* hh4<^ing^ Tfiij^idl 
Vommand of ike Churchy wkkb is rvhat I am i/^mediaieij^ 
hoHftd f^: And pafTeth over the Duty of Sdf examinatir 
on andlBreparation rp^ftridly.enjoyned hy Su PauL as 
not worthy to Be conlidered: And 10 in innqm^tablc ^^ 
^^f <j:afes,5 by^ wh^eh^tneans iBdei?fJ ^hey.c}-ea^e;^^;g^^^^ 
feneration foe the,Qiv]^rcb>\of*fbi.t£ whicKilhey'caU 
the Church i feut thereby roake the Coramanc[& of God 
,o,f none effect,. . , . ,j, ..-. : ' > . t^. ... r 

true'Devption r for, according^ to tHeCHvufch oi^naie^ 
the outward Aft\Wi|l (ufficiin many Ca|^'§,. though no- 
thing ot ihe.Mi/iptgo atoBg; 'Y'kJU^ iparMJufe^Jx-aVtd 

pettier. an. m»fh.fiQf^ ^*W*^ Affi?!?y§9F/^-/?*lH^^^ 

when a manpriij'e/^V and thjeyj^l;^ 

fpr what t\^^ jay^.i^/a. Becanje iheChnrckhithn^^ 

enccj 
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nficnce to fts Comttwnds were tQ "be regarded .• Atid he 
confirmcth fcts Affciition whli this other -raoft cogent 
Canparifon, That -am . tmiwatd Aft pf Dcvotio^ or 
Prayer onJy with the Mouth, is a ttte Aft of Prayer, 
tho without the Intention, as ah otttward Aft of Ado- 
ration of an IdoJ, thoo^ wUhoatthelntcntion^a true 
Aft cif Idolatry. So that for a man to mitrd What he doth 
when he is nt Pr^yers^ , or tp be eatneft in his D^'fircs of 
ftat wWch he prayetltfoi^, ihon^ it may polfibly "be a 
Cotnmendatrop, aiid AccoitipHftm^nrt, yet it is not ne- 
ceflaty either to the pleafiogof God, or {ati^ioc of 
his Dnty according to the Church xttRamt. Hij^ it Is 
a praifelbr aman to draw n^ mth "the Mbx^^oftd wnuati' 
bhttTPtthibe Ups, thmtghtbi Bears hefirfiim Khd^ not. 
Withftandingmt our Saviour, afeer the Prodiet ^aidh 
blamed the jnr/ for Co doing. Indeed ^nih a khid of lu- 
l^erfidal Chriftians w31 diis Ooftnne make, that a Pha* 
f^ wonld have been ap excellent Man, if he had lived 
ihtfaefedays. . ; ~ . . \'. 

: A^d .ponuant to tfais^Dbftilne of the No neceffity of 
Attention at Pray«i^they 'take care that the people Aall 
notheable to attend to what is done; andthererorepxo- 
videthat xhcftAlkkPrayertzxid thtScriptHnXt ielflhall be 
dtfly in a hmguage yi^%9ia^ to the.peopTe^aild are jo def^ 
jatCTV fond bf ; this DteViceolkeejang the j^eoplelgnbrant 
ittf tpH4t 1sj)i^y?d for^ thsft iflieir tMiiirfs have defined, 
that a Man m^ytay his O^re privately inotherLanguar 
gesbe£[de$the tJttw^ as in Hebrewt or Grak^^hxa. not iii 
Bie Vntga^'Laqgiiage^ at the (ameiime'keeping^ihe peo* 
rfe^rilgiitirahce, ^an4 cRlcoutagidg themin theirJDe- 
votidflS) ahtl i^xetcifiilg their Authotity over them m the 
taofHangeroos mann^ that can be. 

& Their aJTcribdng rpiritual £feft$ to jleveral. things 
wl^h atie' puh^ of ^!t oWynvetitioh, is tnu^h to the 
l2lUb6ibagemaitX)fbaebevotlidb towards <3od. Anc! 
: ■ .iD ^ yet 
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jNEt tfeey hare very mtnjr thtngsof thif Natucev' As f^or; 
fy Jfat&Jbf the being f|>riiikTed with whi<A,<hey bd^ve 
theDerif ffiall hiaverefi power over them.- J^ms Ektf^ 
Sanrds- and MetMj which they .wesir to-pre^vtt them 
fi'otn Dangers 3i which being confe c r ga ted accqrdteg to . 
tfec Ruter'of their Church, hare througlr thc-Devoti'- 
OH of the; Perfert?^ and' the i^cr ofthc CHtitch,, a 
■wondejftJgporf effc^j though- iudlred Gf^d^emcr pro- 
taifed any ractLtfrfcg; /"^ . ' "; ' 

Tb thjs Head Ttnaiy ieietaWb, their Ife^Jir;, which !» 
Iiorfitng elfe huraiT odd Camhinsnon^ of Pattr^rnfier*s • 
'aod Aye H^r/ii Sty^nA/Jfhrt .Ptay;err to the faying* of 
WhiclrtftotJ&Ddsof 'years- of rpatdon: of 'Sins W arniei;^: 
.TBttr.c^yteg^tlfelU^dFSt,: (^tdfeln^W^cefl^ 
at' -PM«r, aind cither Iipagf s- io- oi^€&: ; Pljc^s ta ie^Ta'-ti 
ilairt, ' &c^ and indtirnctafeJe othet fbffr Itke-pf afificq, 
on 'Which' N!feh:a»etJ(ug1!Df tO rdle, tmd-to C5fj3e<a great 
^good' &yi tHovgh ,th^y ^fi^ ^ heflh^r ir Af riiitiij^^fpHif: 
or dBcicy'tfia^ way' ^ ^ hofifny aJ^ferlrnfe'ftoiiBrOod tHat 
ISefi- cffe^ (hall (3ffcrw. IS^y c^en the- Sacmmmp 
th.cmfclvcs accord itigtcithr DoftHne of tHe Church cf 
-Ubwe^re onPy fiwh arfctnd^P Chariftr^ fer they.arjr ftip- ' 
pofed tp wprjt efieaualjy, on tl^e ^eHJ^Jff^ Hf^ttftotit^y 
Bfwot%o[^b^.V0rt't^^ffiBfiti^ii'bcfc^rcdinH^ of^im 
Hi-^i:d6tt9Tr; ' ' - - ■ '•'-:'-• ^" '^ -■ -; -!^.- ' -^ ' '•' ^ 
' Nbw' whatever efFe^.th^y proorift' aboYew^artfet 

eatiirsd cflfcicy of" tlie Aingli^ ^and'ablb tb' pwdtic^ 

V%^ deMa^^n^^*ihbft{;bor8b3stft* 
^pok fi^cjn. AncF at the %t^they are^ ftppoftM on Jy i 
ftbrte^ <hw to Heavjen, an ;eSfigr way of Ipi^fiitg Qod 
and ?£^«titte,hiS iM^ffeig, aod,' drelbv^D t ed ^ c t itfy tp ^afe 
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5^ ■:: Of the Devotionf t: 

. Setfenthfyj Their* Manuals and Books of Devotion 
:which. they ggive their People to read, inftead of the 
S<?rfpt4ire which they- forbid to be ufcc}, though they 
inay. defign them a^ HeJpi^ jet I mufl: range them among 
•the Hindrances of Devotion. 

For the beft of them are Co (\x\\ of Tatologies and 
.vain. Elej^titioaS) that they miifl: needs come under the 
.Cenrure ^f our .blefled Saviour, MatK 6% though they 
ufe his own holy Name. For fo in the jfe/3kf Pfalt^r^ ^ 
the end of the Manudlof Prayers an4 Litanies Printed 
at Paris in Bnglijb^ An. 1682. in a Litany of fifteen Pe* 
citions, the Name 'j^f^M repeated over above 190 
-times* And in thi^ (ame Book^, in the Lita^ of 
the kl(0ti't^rffn^/ih€y, ^ray to her by 40 (everal Names^ 
beii^ onfy fo many dimna: praifes of her. And the like 
isolmrvabk iQali their Books of Devotion which lever 
ikw^ - liovf their 0ying the iame.tUngib often qver^ is 
,npt contrived. tQ help andl a0ifl: Attention, or prevent 
Piftra^aiJV 9^?^^ ^ Repetition of what is more thep. or- 
dinary important, pr for any other good and prud^t 
Aealbn^ but out of pure Vanity and Oftentation, or as 
it were even to flatter our bleUed Saviour ot the Saint 
which they pray tp/ J \ . 

But moft of .the &ooks and Legends, which they put 
into the hands of their People to exdte their. Devotion^ 
^ad.by which the Pei^e take an eftitpate of the Chri- 
Kiah Rdinon, are (itdi wretdbed plain Forgeries, and 
fo pitifully contrived Fables, as can never be believed 
by Me^ of Sei^, and if they could be Wieved, ar^ 
proper indeed to make Men Mad.aiul EnthujSafticalj 
but not to advance true Devotions and he that reads 
only (uch Boolu is qualified indeed to tell Stori^ aiid 
to believe LieSi but op (erious truth will ftjcktp luai 
or be valued by htm^ Slp that fuch ^opks i» thefb axe 
Ha fiu: from doing good that they do much harm to Re* 
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Ilgion ; for they lajpritit a wrong Nation of Religion 
on Mens Minds 5 ^y6ulc^ make a Man believe that God 
is Kke a Child pleafed wilhTrifles^ that Religion and 
the Method ofbur Solvation is only adharra and Trick, 
which the Priefts have gotten the receit of 5 but that 
there is nothing in ChriCtianity fit to make a man wife 
and manly in his Worftiip of God, or in the manage^ 
ihent of himfelf and pradice of Devotion. Nay the 
Stories which are told in tl^e Lives of their Saints, andf 
believed by the Common People, are enough even to 
ideprave the natural Sentiments of Mankind concerning 
God and Kcligion, fb that perhaj^$ it y\rere much Jbci* 
terto leave Men to. the qaturar Affluxes of thwowfi 
minds, than, to pretend to affift theni with foch-Bfelps 
as thefe. That a little Water or a conftcrated Bell (hould 
{care the Devil, or Sr. Francis i rope charm and bind 
him, w;ould make a Man have little ;fcar of ftich an Erte- 
my, or a prodigious Veneration for fuch aSaintj but 
how it ftiQuld render . a M^nmore pioufly alFeCted , to- 
ward God, more relying on his Providence, or more 
.keligioufly Careful oyer himfelf,! fee not; And thefe Sto- 
ries though fo apparently <al(e, yet being aflSrm'd with 
fuch Confidence, ftrike at the very Foundation of our 
Religion i For it is apt to. make Men believe that Chri- 
ftianity it (elf was at firft propagated among a (ad dull 
ftupid and credulous Generation of Men 5 (when as ^ 
really it firft appeared in an Age as (harp-fighted, as a- 
ny Age before or fince^ which is much for its Vindica- 
tion. J) It vvould tempt a Man to dcfpilc a Religion in 
which foch Men are Saints^ and (iich Praftifes coranaen- 
ded i And will fet ChriUianity but, on the lame level 
with modem JncUifm and Maboj^etamfm ^ t'or the Jetps 
have juft as much to (ay for their Cabbdh^ and the Turks 
for their incredible Fables , for they are reported on 

the fame Credit, are juftfb credible in fchemfelvcs, atid 

I juft 
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)D(t as e4i^ iog o£ the. People that atitend to them : The 
Mirades wbk:n> the,]i^ relate tteia^ofteo Juii (b. utefo}^ 
asitbat pret«|]4ed to be wnougjbit in:theTem|4e oCA^ol" 
h s, wfaeo. a^NUn cpro'tng <ntt of the Teoiple,, itwas-ob- 
ieci^4 that IU$ bod;^ did not cafl: ajay. (iu^ow 5 by wiukh. 
thuighoweiKCr Cbraoge iait feli^ the,Maa was.not quic^ 
^ theb^ttieC), soi^the Wqr)(iwife»; 

But nanjf o^ tJnin Boo^. of I^eyottoa are. wor(e 
than »diccilouj».; ioi: there ar^iVcq^mLy fiidi paSg^ 
9nd, pjfayers as.1, caiiaot lell )»ow, ta vindkate from m^fr 
fhm^> and- IrifiUtr/^ SaIH BmavepliHres Bfilter both io 
%a$in^^ and i^4iEM« I. metuioned' bejfe)re» in which thecQ 
axe I belwvc a thou/iwd fucb- Pcai^ejcs, to her» or E«j|t:e^ 
^Qtfg^cQXiwtxmg hen, avMi Iconfels I coiild not with a 
ia&, GloivicieiDcie (:«)( of aoy Creatures And Mberti» 
MAgmsHa^M/ifk^oi ^t^Thcmm Aqmaas hathinojt. onlj^. 
i3.9Qok$>ofi tihePraii^ofthe^;^. ilddr;;,, butalfo^ 
di^iq^ ^Qck.C9Mid,Biblm M^imA.iy. in which, he ap- 
plie$, ^iReral places, of ScKipture to the Vhr^. J^rjf ; as 
if Q}e were, prefigprqd in feyecal. pa0ag^o£ the Old 
licftaiqmi^aS'wem&herSon,: SoGo^V i. k tbatjhe.vpas 
thai Hft»om that QcekmuUi Qext..i. g. Shevpof thUgl^ 
mldeh<Qfid- there, m^y, aad^cM) tfaroughialtnol); the 
whole Scrjgtune:. And hoiveyer Cautious th«y aiii^inthe 
9ppkis,which.they PriQtio>£n^i(h.fQr the ufe.of theic 
ConviQDtsi here : yet in them, we:fiad often fucb %ing;s^ 
tp or of the Virgin Mary, as I oaunot reconcile with. 
Chnftiauity ;, forlbjq.thie ilimnM/ quoted- b^re, m 
thePrayeos for Women with. Child they Gag thus to? 
h€r» 

Hail tfi the ^ueen'VphtRei^ialifive^ 
Mfither ef Cletueffm.ofui.'Lovei d^ 

£I&where they |tray thns to htf, fag,i^, Oblefled' 

Mothec 



fJkt^kex Mfi^W^aJ^^ n^ niy Hangers itnd J^ecefft- 

tm^ m MJkmftutwm tvSiH^ and in the haur dfmy Deaths 

that tbr^ygb thy PrmStiM I may be fafe in the 'Lord. 

Wliefc tbe iLim^ i<ndeed is tDemioned, out ofCofflple- 

tnrat, ukd for Fallncms &be, btit tbey had (irn: begged 

df tfane LAdy «$ iBixoh <as they >vafited or cduHd dettre : 

4mdptg. 80. they caSl her ^(n^je<f the Holy Ohojl, Pro- 

^w(jf? of the Frvdeti, EycpeBatim of the Patriarchs^ S^en 

^f the Angela^ Teacher ^f the Aperies ^ ^en^ibner ofmar- 

iyr^, Fwdyfkl Comfmtr of the UivHig and Dead. Now 

tf t^ Paintiudi things in EngUfb^ what do tifey Print 

ill Spanijh f If ihey dofiioh things in a <areen Trei^ vohat 

jhall be done in ftbe dry ? And I fear that even ihei'r ni- 

oeft Gaftiifts ]give too much Countenance to this (b grofi 

Pi-a^ice : For they have determined '^^tHonours above 

Civile cuitm ByferdnUs are due to the Virgin Mdry^ that 

is in plain Engiidi) Divine Honours itiuft ht paid to ben 

For it muft be a very Metaphyseal Head, that can in tbi$ 

Senfe apprehend a land bf Honour above Ci^il^ and yet 

not D^ifine ; it muft be (btnewhat like his, that vt^ouHd 

pr^et^d to fmd a ^tttfi bewtf^een Creator atid C feature^ be* 

ftpeen Finite and J^tfiirite. 

Laftly^ this is mdft (lotoriqus, that they etijoyn ads 
tobeufed^ and propel^ Objeds'oF Worfbip which they 
them^v«s cannot dttuy bttt there is danger of offending 
inthfiiA, atd even of fl^ibg ittto that idolatry 5 and yec 
uke littleoniociireisf jiving caution concerning thear$ 
and if tfaeiffifofieft^^^QK)Uldha£^^ there is Icarcely 
any poffibwty of TOdrds. 

Indeed wherever ^y^eakof Veneration due to K^ 
liques and laiAgefe, dE woHliipping of Saints, and dipe* 
cbUy the Virgin Mary^ riiey always (eem as if they ca- 
red not how much Honour were paid to them 5 only 
they muftm&ke asif tbey put fotne Reftri&ion on it, 
focfbeiakc^llisKli^fta^Who wcmld eicclaim againit 
: I 2 them 



^3 Ofth DewdoHs 

think ts^smuch m is (ksefrom ^s to our ^low Creatures, 
and believe that nekfeerGod allows, «>r do they expeft 
more from us. 

Seccndly^ Only f roper ExpreJJwm i)f Devotion dxc vom* 
manded or allowed by our Church. For tht matter of 
them they are luch as God hinlcMr hath required to be 
ierved by, arc fignificant of that difpoTfition of Mod 
which we know God accepts^ and have an aptnels to 
the poducing of that temper in us which God intends 
to work MS up to by tfiem .• We ufe all the loftances of 
Devotion whkh they of the Church of Rtweule, if they 
be either neceffary or fit^ though mdeedoften to othrtr 
and better purpofe. Wcfr^^conftantly, but only for 
the livings, for we took on tne Dead as paft the means 
of Grace, and coufequcntly paft thebcnefitdf our Pray- 
ers. We fraiji God for his Excellencies in himfeli^ and 
thanks him for his Goodnefi to others as well as to our 
tfelves : We praftife Confejjion of Sins to God in pub- 
iick, and m private, and advife it to be madealfb to the 
Minifters of Gods Word, when it is neceflafy for tJhoft- 
ly Cbunfcl and Advice, for the latisfytng of their Con- 
iciences, and the removal of Scruple, and Doubtfulnefi: 
but we cannot (ay it isneceliary to be made to Menta 
order to the Pardon of God : We reckon it rather as 
a privilec^or advantage than a Duty? And if Men wHl 
not make ufe of this priviledg, as often as there is Oc- 
cafion unle6 we tell a lye to advance the credit of it, vw 
cnmotbelp that .• We enjoyn Fafthfgs and-di(ffllow ftot 
ofPendnces^ but advife PH^ople to take an holy revtenge 
on tfaemfdves when they have finned 5 but not tis the 
Papife do to fatisfie for their Sins, or mtrit at Gods 
hand^ but to flhew the fincenty of their Repentance^ 
and to ftrengthen their Reibhitions of amendtnent 3 K>t 
it is our amendment, and not our puniihment v^di 
God is plealed with. And wc take eait that all tbefe 

things 
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things be perfomied in a due meafure, properrionabljr 
to tlnibreflgctt> of the Per^, and the Nature airdT De^ 
fign of tile Duty ^ bar are afraid^ of flfraining Aem^ too^ 
bfgb, kft men ftouid^ be ahoge^er deteired from them^ 
op acquiefce only in tile omward' A^ob^ or render our 
lehKs^aa^ our Cau&* ridiculous by an imprudent mam 
agement; Wtt have the Sacramentfs dMy adminiftredy. 
as* OUT S&vkur coBmandisd rirem 3. we reeko^' out Bap^ 
tffin witb Water perfeft without Ojrfor Spittle .* We 
gcutch not die Cbp^ to the Laity, nor celebrate (blitaiy 
fiOBmmnions, nor admire whifperihg x^- God in* the 
Sacrament^ of the Body z({^ Blbod* of GhriA;^ but ass 
we bave^ received from Chn^, fo; we teach and^ a^^ 
aiiiffter^ wi«hoiit Mdition ov Cykmnuf ibn of any tfiing; 
eltaitkil or macerial\ In ffaor r; in' the hoiy^ Offices them^-^ 
fiUveSy and the behavvoitr whieK out Church irquirer 
they be cetebrated witll^ there is'alwaj^sp a' great propi tb-^ 
ty d>(e^vab4e, agreeabite to tfbe Cemmmd^ of <5bd m 
S^ptuve, aod^thePhiSiee of the Apo(l1(!s and^ firft ^ 
gesof the Churchy proper to^tfte feveraHpaits' of di- 
vine Wo'rflJip^ expreflive of our Senfe', confenantf xxy 
Reafon, and the u(eof the World, efpecially refped'&e- 
isg always-bad to the exciting of Piety and<£>evocion in 
the minds andcanriage o( ow Pbopfo; 

ThiY^^ M^uiHbl Hdpsj Rftmve^nd'Obeaiibn&are 
here ptentiiRilly' affonded' and* preflfed^ on^Mbn. For we- 
not only haveallour Sen^ice in a language which' the 
mcMieA^Pfsopleundbr(^nd( buvHave it* (b connived By 
frequent Re^oaftsiythatevery Pbri^rihiearsiipHrtin'thse 
Wor&ip whiah he is (b much* aoneernod^ iir, andMbtfi* 
Botxrolyfaear the PtiefHpealr to€rbd^^ 
for him^i^ andis required to )byn' hiyrafentto every 
(hovt Prayer bya'dlftinft'i4>wafri Wlttl' us dieftmeSer- 
vioe aod^^ks of Life areea^oyned^ to ail; all^err H^^ 
viog tbe fimieCdnGern in another Li& howevendifibr^ 

enfc 
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ent their Circumftances and Concerns arein this Life. 
We have conftant Prayers in. every Parilh weekly at 
leaft^ in many dayly^ with the blqlled Sacrament of the 
Body and Blood of Chrift frequently adminiftred, nay 
Qv^xy SuncUyy not only in Cathedrals, but in (evcral 
Colkdges and private Parifh Churches. And we ap- 
peal to all Men whether there be any where more pradi- 
cal Sermons, fitted to theCafts of Men,, without Vani- 
ty and Superftition, than atppng u^ 5 Whether g<^d and 
free Learning be any where more encouraged, or where 
better care is taken for the due Inftru^ion 0/ the Pea-. 
pie: The Scriptures being in every one's hand?, with 
us,^ and other excellent .Books made according to the 
Doftrine pf the Holy Scriptures, inftfad of Legends and 
Lives of SaintSj St.. BMovcnture^z Pfalter^ and other (uch 
l^oks which are really Libelragainft Chriftidnity, an4 
yet are the principal Books which the Priefts of the 
Church of R^^iwecommcnd tQ their Pcbple ; For as for 
the Bible, if any one of them hath happened to read 
in it, who is not licen(ed to that purpple, h? muft 
own it as a Sin to his Priefl: at his next ConfeP 
fion. 

And as there are (uch bleffed Opportunities afibrded 
foconftantly, andfych Prudent Proyifion ma^eforall 
Cafes Of dinary and Extraordinary, fo I thaOkGod, we 
can fay that our People are generally very diligent in 
the ufe of thefe Means 5 (ov would be more fo, were it 
not for the Divilions which they of the Church oiRom^ 
efpecially raife among us.) For they inay ealily per- 
ceive that we urge no more on them than thtir own. 
good, and the conunandsof God require of th^m^though 
our Church knows her Power very well, yet (he makes 
u(e of it only to enforce the Laws of God, to explain^ 
illuftrate and apply them to particular Cafes, but never 
10 fet up her own Commands in Opj[^6fitipn to them, a$ 
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the Church of R^me doth j and therefore though we 
teach our People to dread an Excommuhicatfon, it ht^ 
mg fumrnHmfutHriJudicH Prsjudicinm^ ^sTertulUan calls 
it, a foretaft or firefialling aj the laft Judgment 3 and not 
for a World to lye under it, though it were inflifted 
only for Contempt 5 yet we wSrh them in the firft place 
to avoid the Caufe and Occafion of Excommunication, 
and therefore not to value what Cenlures of the Church 
of Rome we are under, they being fo very unjuft and 
CroundleG. 

■ 

Fourthly^ and Ufily^ as only the true OhUS of Devo* 
tiom is ^ere worlhipped, only f roper Exfreffions allowed, 
all ufefid Helps afibrded 3 fo alio the greatejijirefi if laid 
on the PraSife of.it^ agreeable to the true Nature, End . 
and^befign of it. The Principal ends of Devotion are 
tp^p^y a Homage to God our great Creator and Bene- 
&3:or, to get his Bleffing, and to work our iel ves up to 
a better temper of Mind : And to this end we are in our 
Service importunate without Vanity or Impertinency, 
long without Tedioufneis, or Idle Repetitions $ ("Only 
'we ufe the Lord's Prayer often^ that no part of our Ser- 
vice may be without that perfeS; form, and alio inCon« 
fideration of the great Comprehenfivenels of it, and of 
the Diftradion ofMen'sMinds which feldom can attend 
to the full Senie of it all at one time. ) And we teach 
our People that every Manmuft work for himfelf^ for 
he tKat prays only by a Proxy, it is very Juft that he 
(hould be rewarded only by a Proxy too 5 we put put 
People in mind that an unfeigned Repentance is abfo- 
lutely Neceflfary, and not a Verbal one only ; That it 
is out of our power, and of any Man's in the World to 
turn Attrition into Contrition* We pretend not to ^f* 
fpenfe with any for not obeying the Command of God* 
We kwttioTaxa Cumsrs by which thePapifts areftiowii 
^ K • how 
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how all^ilis are fined in their <^urch5' for m that Boofc 
Men fee at what Charge they may kill a Father, pr co- 
piit Inccft with their Siftets .• But we affurc ajl, that the 
iVages of SiMfs Death, E>ea*h Eternal, if induced and 
• not moft earntftly repented of. And we tell all that 
Devotion is ncceffaryfor all, though the Church of 
Rom'hdAh ways of gratifying ev^ry Inclination, fo as 
they that will not lead a ftrift Life, need not, and yet 
may have hope* of Salvation .• We own their Policy in 
this Contrivance, but do not (o much admire their Re*, 
ligious regard to the Salvation of Mens Soola. . 

'•' ' ' . ■ * . 

And ^0 conclude, thdv^h we thus forcibly preis all 
Chriftian Duties on all Men j yet at the iame time we 
warn theai not to pretend to Merit Heaven at God> 
Hand 5 but after they have done their beft, to coofe$ 
they are unfrojitahk Harvants. Werlay of our Cktfity 
pr whatever el(e We do in Obedience to God, that ^ 
Ut wn we gkx ie hiw^ ai>d we are bound to thank him 
both for the Will and the Ability to give. The moft 
that we pretend to, is only to onke a finall Admow-^ 
ledgment by way of Sacrifice lor what we have tecei- 
ved ) we beg of Cod to accept it as a Teftimooy of a 
grate&l Mind, and we know that hisGoodnete isfo- 
greats that be will abundantly reward anhoneft and fin- 
cere Servant, though he hath done noracwe than wafr 
his Duty .* And we hope that what we offer though 
mingled with many Impcrfeaioni he will bepka^ 
10 accept for the &ke of CbxUl as if k wesc 
perfed. ^ 

, Thefe ate the Grounds that we go on in our Disvo- 
laons, and wiiatever we do forthe HcMxrar ol Qod^and 
fehvu deCgning and thus a^ii^ and perfifUng, we need« 
fiQtdoubtb^ttlH?goodProv]a€n^of Godwhkhwat^* 

eth. 
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ethovef his whole Churchy will in an efpecial manner 
watch over this which isfo pure a Member of it 3 that 
he will accept of the Devotions which are offered to^ 
him .in it, and hear the Prayers that are made unto 
him for it, and defend it againft all its Enemies 
on every fide$ which God of his Infinite Mercy 
grant for- the fake of Jdiis Ghrifl: our Lord. 
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